SESSION LAWS, 1965. [CH. 9.

CHAPTER 9.

[ Senate Bill No. 5.1

AN Acr relating to state and local government; enacting a title of the Revised
Code of Washington to be known as Title 29—Elections; providing
penalties; repealing certain acts and parts of acts; and declaring an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

TITLE 29
ELECTIONS

Chapter 29.01
DEFINITIONS

29.01.005 Scope of definitions. Words and phrases as defined in
this chapter, wherever used in Title 29, shall have the meaning as
in this chapter ascribed to them, unless where used the context
thereof shall clearly indicate to the contrary or unless otherwise
defined in the chapter of which they are a part.

29.01.010 “City clerk.” “City clerk” includes every officer, by
whatever name designated, who performs the functions usually
performed by a city or town clerk.

29.01.020 “City council.” “City council” includes the govern-
ing body of any city or town, by whatever name it may be desig-
nated.

29.01.030 “City precinct.” A “city precinct” is a voting precinct
lying wholly or partly within a city or town.

29.01.040 “Constituency.” A “constituency” is a body of voters
having the right to take part in the election of a specific public
officer or group of public officers.

29.01.050 “Election.” “Election” when used alone means a gen-
eral election except where the context indicates that a special
election is meant. “Election” when used without qualification never
means a primary election.

29.01.060 “Election officer.” “Election officer” includes any offi-
cer who has a duty to perform relating to elections under the provi-
sions of any statute, charter, or ordinance.
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29.01.070 “General election.” “General election” means an elec-
tion required to be held on a fixed date recurring at regular in-
tervals.

29.01.080 ‘“Infamous crime.” An “infamous crime” is a crime
punishable by death or imprisonment in the state penitentiary.

29.01.090 “Major political party.” “Major political party’” means:

(1) In a state-wide election, a political party of which at least
one nominee received at least ten percent of the total vote cast
at the last preceding state-wide general election;

(2) In an election by a constituency confined to a political sub-
division of the state, a political party of which at least one nominee
received at least ten percent of the total vote cast in that political
subdivision at the last preceding general election by that constitu-
ency;

(3) In a city or town election, a political party of which at least
one nominee received at least ten percent of the total vote cast in
the last preceding general city or town election therein.

29.01.100 “Minor political party.” “Minor political party” means
a political organization other than a major political party.

29.01.110 ‘“Measures.” “Measure” includes any proposition or
question submitted to the voters of any specific constituency.

. 29.01.120 “Precinct.” “Precinct” means a geographical subdivi-
sion for voting purposes within or without the limits of a city or
town, whether established by a board of county commissioners, by
a city council, or by the board of supervisors of a township.

29.01.130 “Primary.” “Primary” or “primary election” means a
statutory procedure for nominating candidates to public office at
the polls.

29.01.140 “Residence.” “Residence” for the purpose of registering
and voting means a person’s permanent address where he physically
resides and maintains his abode: Provided, That no person gains
or loses his residence by reason of his presence or absence:

(1) While employed in the service of the United States;

(2) While engaged in the navigation of the waters of this state
or the United States or the high seas;

(3) While a student at any seminary of learning;

(4) While kept in any almshouse or asylum; nor

(5) While confined in any public prison except when serving
out a sentence for an infamous crime.

Absence from the state on business shall not affect the question
of residence of any person unless the right to vote has been
claimed or exercised elsewhere.
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29.01.150 “Rural precinct.” “Rural precinct” means a voting pre-
cinct lying wholly outside the limits of a city or town.

29.01.160 “September primary.” “September primary” means
the primary election held in September to nominate candidates to
be voted for at the ensuing election.

29.01.170 “Special election.” “Special election” means any elec-
tion that is not a general election.

Chapter 29.04
GENERAL PROVISIONS

29.04.010 Only registered voters may vote—Exception. Only a
registered voter shall be permitted to vote:

(1) At any election held for the purpose of electing persons to
public office;

(2) At any recall election of a public officer;

(3) At any election held for the submission of a measure to any
voting constituency;

(4) At any primary election.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to township elec-
tions.

29.04.020 County auditor designated supervisor of certain elec-
tions. The county auditor of each county shall be ex officio the
supervisor of all elections, general or special, and it shall be his duty
to provide places for holding such elections; to appoint the precinct
election officers; to provide for their compensation; to provide ballot
boxes and ballots or voting machines, poll books and tally sheets,
and deliver them to the precinct election officers at the polling places;
to publish and post notices of calling such elections in the manner
provided by law, and to apportion to each city, town, or district,
its share of the expense of such elections: Provided, That this sec-
tion shall not apply to general or special elections for any city, town,
or district which is not subject to RCW 29.13.020 and 29.13.030, but
all such elections shall be held and conducted at the time, in the
manner, and by the officials (with such notice, requirements for
filing for office, and certifications by local officers) as provided and
required by the laws governing such elections.

29.04.030 Prevention and correction of election frauds and er-
rors. Any judge of the supreme court or of the superior court in the
proper county shall, by order, require any person charged with
error, wrongful act or neglect to forthwith correct the error, desist
from the wrongful act, or perform the duty and to do as the court
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orders or to show cause forthwith why the error should not be
corrected, the wrongful act desisted from, or the duty or order not
performed, whenever it is made to appear to such judge by affi-
davit of an elector that:

(1) An error or omission has occurred or is about to occur in
printing the name of any candidate on official ballots; or

(2) An error has been committed or is about to be committed in
printing the ballots; or

(3) The name of any person has been or is about to be wrongfully
placed upon the ballots; or

(4) A wrongful act has been performed or is about to be
performed by any election officer; or

(5) Any neglect of duty on the part of an election officer has
occurred or is about to occur.

29.04.040 Creating new precincts. No precinct shall contain more
than three hundred voters. If at any election three hundred or
more votes are cast at any voting place, the inspector shall report
that fact to the city council, if it is a precinct lying within a first
class city or to the board of county commissioners if it is any other
precinct. Between the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November and December 31st of the same year, the city council
of the first class city or the board of county commissioners, as the
case may be, shall divide such precincts into two or more precincts
with two hundred fifty voters or less in each precinct.

On petition of ten or more voters resident more than ten miles
from any place of election, the board of county commissioners shall
establish a separate voting precinct therefor.

The board of county commissioners of each county in the state
hereafter formed shall, at their first session, divide their respective
counties into election precincts with two hundred fifty voters or
less and establish the boundaries of the same; the county auditor
shall thereupon designate the voting place for each such precinct.

29.04.050 Restrictions on precinct boundaries. Every voting pre-
cinct must be established so that it lies wholly within one sena-
torial or representative district and wholly within one county com-
missioner district.

29.04.055 Combining or dividing precincts—County, city, town,
district, elections. At any primary, regular, or special county, city,
town, or district election, the election authority of any such munici-
pality or district may combine, unite, or divide precincts for the
purpose of holding such election: Provided, That in the event such
election shall be held upon the day of any state primary or state
general election this section shall not apply.

[ 786 ]



SESSION LAWS, 1965. [CH. 9.

29.04.060 Publication of election laws by secretary of state. In
every year in which state and county officers are to be elected, the
secretary of state shall cause the election laws of the state then
in force to be published in pamphlet form and distributed through
the county auditors at least twenty days prior to the primary next
preceding the election in sufficient number to place a copy thereof
in the hands of all officers of elections.

29.04.070 Secretary of state designated chief election officer. The
secretary of state through his election division shall be the chief
election officer for all federal, state, county, city, town, and district
elections and it shall be his duty to keep records of such elections
held in the state and to make such records available to the public
upon request.

29.04.080 Secretary of state to make rules and regulations. The
secretary of state shall make rules and regulations not inconsistent
with the federal, state, county, city, town, and district election laws
to facilitate the execution of their provisions in an orderly manner
and to that end shall assist local election officers by devising uniform
forms and procedures.

Chapter 29.07
REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

29.07.010 County auditor as registrar in rural precincts—Deputy
registrars. The county auditor of each county shall be the registrar
of voters for all rural precincts. He shall appoint a deputy registrar
from time to time for each precinct or for any number of precincts
and may appoint city or town clerks as deputy registrars to
register voters residing in rural precincts that are adjacent to the
city or town concerned. A deputy registrar must be a registered
voter and shall hold office at the pleasure of the county auditor.

29.07.020 City clerk as registrar in city precincts. The city clerk
shall be the registrar of voters in all city precincts. In the case of
city precincts lying partly within and partly without the city or
town limits, the voters within and those without the city or town
limits shall be registered in separate registration files.

29.07.030 Expense of registration. The expense of registration
in all rural precincts shall be paid by the county; in all precincts
lying wholly within a city or town by the city or town. In precinets
lying partly within and partly outside of a city or town, the expense
of registration shall be apportioned between the county and city
or town according to the number of voters registered in the precinct
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living within the city or town and the number living outside
of it.

29.07.040 Fees and compensation of registration officers. Each
deputy registrar of a rural precinct or precincts, including city
or town clerks so deputized, shall be entitled to receive a fee of
not less than twenty cents, the exact fee to be set by the board of
county commissioners, for each elector registered: Provided, That no
employee of the county receiving a salary shall be entitled to such
fees.

The compensation of registrars of city precincts shall be provided
by the governing body thereof: Provided, That each deputy regis-
trar shall be entitled to receive a fee of not less than twenty cents
for each elector registered.

The fees and expenses of registrars of city precincts for deliver-
ing the registration files to the polling places or to the county
auditor, as the case may be, shall be fixed and paid as election
expenses by the board of county commissioners, but mileage in
no case shall exceed ten cents per mile for each mile necessarily
traveled.

29.07.050 Oaths administered to registration officers. Registrars
and deputy registrars of voters, and such clerks in his office as a
registrar of voters may deputize to take registrations, shall take
and subscribe to the following oath or affirmation before taking
any registrations: “I, A.B., do swear (or affirm) that I will truly,
faithfully and impartially perform my duties as registration officer,
to the best of my judgment and abilities, and that I will register
no person except upon his personal application before me.” This
oath shall be administered and certified to by an officer legally
authorized to administer oaths, and shall be filed with the registrar.

29.07.060 Oaths administered to voters. A registration officer
shall administer to each person applying for registration in person
the following oath: “You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you
will fully and truly answer such questions as may be asked you
concerning your qualifications as a voter under the laws of this
state.”

A registrar and all persons authorized by him to take registra-
tions after they themselves have taken and subscribed to the oath
prescribed for them may administer such oaths and certify to the
oath on such affidavits as are required in the procedure of regis-
tration of voters.

29.07.070 Examination of voter as to qualifications. Having ad-
ministered the oath, the registration officer shall interrogate the
applicant for registration, concerning his qualifications as a voter
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of the state, and of the county, city, town, and precinct in which
he applies for registration, requiring him to state:

(1) His full name;

(2) Whether he will be twenty-one years of age on the day of
the next election;

(3) Place of birth;

(4) Place of residence, street and number, if any, or post office
or rural mail route address;

(5) Occupation;

(6) Citizenship;

(7) If a citizen of the United States, whether native born or
naturalized;

(8) If naturalized, whether in his own right or by virtue of
his father’s naturalization;

(9) In the case of a woman, not native born, whether naturalized
in her own right or by virtue of her father’s naturalization or by
virtue of her marriage to a citizen of the United States;

(10) The place and date of the naturalization relied upon and
the name of the court in which it took place;

(11) Whether the applicant having been a native born or natur-
alized citizen of the United States has ever renounced his allegiance
to the United States, and if so, whether he has since been naturalized
as a citizen of the United States;

(12) In case the applicant is of foreign birth and is not a natural-
ized citizen of the United States, whether he was a legal voter
of the Territory of Washington prior to November 11, 1889;

(13) Whether the applicant was a legal voter of the state of
Washington on November 3, 1896, or is able to read and speak the
English language so as to comprehend the meaning of ordinary
English prose, and in case the registration officer is not satisfied
in that regard, he may require the applicant to read aloud and ex-
plain the meaning of some ordinary English prose;

(14) Whether the applicant has lost his civil rights by reason
of being convicted of an infamous crime, and if so, whether such
rights have been restored in the manner provided by law;

(15) Whether the applicant has resided in the state not less than
eleven months;

(16) Length of residence in the county in which registration
is applied for, not less than sixty days;

(17) Length of residence in the precinet in which registration
is applied for;

(18) Whether the applicant is a taxpayer of the state;

(19) The place and address of the last former registration of
the applicant as a voter in the state.
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Answers to all questions shall be inserted on the duplicate regis-
tration card.

29.07.080 Entries to be made on registration cards—OQath. If it
appears to the satisfaction of the registration officer that the appli-
cant is a qualified elector of a precinct within his jurisdiction,
the registration officer shall register the applicant by entering on
an original and duplicate registration card, under the proper head-
ings:

(1) The surname of the applicant, followed by his given name,
or names, if any;

(2) Sex;

(3) Whether he will be twenty-one years of age on the day of
the next election,;

(4) Occupation;

(5) Whether a native born or naturalized citizen of the United
States, or a voter of the Territory of Washington;

(6) Whether able to read and speak the English language, or a
voter of this state prior to November 3, 1896;

(7) Whether a taxpayer of the state of Washington;

(8) The name of the county, of the city or town, and name and
number of the precinct in which registered;

(9) The post office address, or street and number address, if
any, of the applicant.

He shall then require the applicant to sign an oath on the
original and duplicate registration cards, in the following form:
“I, the undersigned, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that the fore-
going facts touching my qualifications as a voter, entered in my
presence by the registration officer, are true”; and the registration
officer shall sign and date each of such cards in verification of the
fact that the same were signed and sworn to before him in the
following form: “Subscribed and sworn to before me this ...
day of s 19,0y Registration
Officer.”

Otherwise the registration officer shall refuse to register the
applicant.

29.07.090 Third cards—Execution on personal application. At the
time of registering any voter, each registration officer shall require
him to sign his name upon a third card upon which the registrar
has entered his surname followed by his given name or names and
the name of the county and city or town, with post office and street
address, and the name or number of the precinct, in which the
voter is registered.

29.07.095 Registration of person temporarily residing outside
county of residence. Any person temporarily residing outside of the
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county of his permanent residence, but within the state of Wash-
ington, may register with the registrar or deputy registrar of the
place where he is temporarily residing in the usual manner as
required in this chapter: Provided, That such registration in the
county other than that of the permanent residence of the applicant
may only be made within the period one hundred and twenty days
prior to any state general election, subject to limitations as to
closing of registration books and other limitations as provided by
law. The registrar or deputy registrar administering the oath and
receiving the application and registration cards as provided in RCW
29.07.060 through 29.07.090 shall transmit the same to the proper
registrar or deputy registrar where the applicant permanently
resides for processing in the same manner as though the applicant
had personally applied directly to the registration officer of his
residence.

Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 29.07.160 the registra-
tion application shall be received and acted upon immediately by
the registrar of the place of permanent residence of the applicant
if the application was received and oath administered by the regis-
tration officer at the place of temporary residence not less than
thirty days preceding the next election.

29.07.100 Time and places for registration—Cities and towns.
Registration officers in incorporated cities and towns shall keep
their respective offices open for registration of voters during the
days and hours when the same are open for the transaction of
public business: Provided, That in cities of the first class, the regis-
trar of voters shall establish on a permanent basis at least one
registration office in each legislative district that lies wholly or
partially within the city limits by appointing persons as deputy
registrars who may register any eligible elector of such city.

Each such deputy registrar shall hold office at the pleasure
of the registrar of voters and shall maintain a fixed place, conven-
iently located, for the registration of voters but nothing in this
section shall preclude door-to-door registration including registra-
tion from a portable office as in a trailer.

29.07.105 Time and places for registration—Additional tempo-
rary facilities in first, second, third class cities. In all cities of the
first, second and third class, the governing body shall by ordinance
provide for additional temporary registration facilities during the
fifteen day period, excepting Sundays, prior to the last day to
register in order to be eligible to vote at a state primary election
and during the fifteen day period, excepting Sundays, prior to the
last day to register in order to be eligible to vote at a state general
election by stationing deputy registrars at stores, public buildings
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or other temporary locations. The number of such temporary regis-
tration places to be so established and the hours to be maintained
shall be, in the judgment of the governing body of the city con-
cerned, adequate to afford ample opportunity for all qualified
electors to register for voting, but in no event shall there be less
than two such temporary registration places so established. Nothing
in this section shall preclude door-to-door registration including
registration from a portable office as in a trailer.

29.07.110 Time and places for registration—Rural precincts.
Every deputy registrar of rural precincts shall keep registration rec-
ords and supplies at his usual place of residence or usual place of
business at reasonable hours and at the end of each week mail to
the county auditor the cards of those who have registered during
the week: Provided, That with the written consent of the county
auditor a deputy registrar of rural precincts may designate some
centrally located place for registration in lieu of the usual place
where registration cards are kept by giving notice thereof in such
manner as he may deem expedient stating therein the days and
hours when the place will be open for registration: Provided further,
That such consent of the county auditor may include authorization
for door-to-door registration including registration from a portable
office as in a trailer and the person or persons so deputized may
register all eligible electors residing in any rural precinct within
the county concerned.

29.07.120 Third cards—Weekly transmittal. On each Monday
next following the registration of any voter each county auditor
and city clerk as registrars shall transmit all third cards executed
and received in his office during the prior week to the secretary of
state for filing in his office. Each lot must be accompanied by the
certificate of the registrar that the cards so transmitted are the
original third cards, that they were signed by the voters whose
names appear thereon and that the voters are registered in the
precincts and from the addresses shown thereon.

29.07.130 Third cards—Use and purpose of. The third cards
shall be kept on file in the office of the secretary of state in such
manner as will be most convenient for, and for the sole purpose of,
checking initiative and referendum petitions and mailing pamphlets
required for constitutional amendments and by the initiative and
referendum procedure. They shall not be open to public inspection
or be used for any other purpose.

29.07.140 Specifications for supplies and equipment. The state
auditor through the division of municipal corporations shall pre-
scribe the specifications, including style, form, color, quality and
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dimensions, for the cards, records, forms, binders and cabinets
to be used throughout the registration procedure. He shall notify
each county auditor and city clerk what the specifications are, and
they must in their procurement and use comply with them: Pro-
vided, That the specifications for binders and cabinets must be gen-
eral and not specific as to design.

29.07.150 Precinct registration files—Duplicates. The registra-
tion files for each precinct shall consist of cabinets or binders,
arranged to permit the insertion and securely fastening therein by
means of a lock and key, of cards or records for the separate regis-
tration of the individual voters of the precinct, and there shall be
prepared for each voter registered two registration cards or records,
an original and a duplicate.

The original cards shall be filed alphabetically by the surnames
of the voters by precincts and constitute the official registration
files of the voters of the various precincts and must contain spaces
for recording the dates upon which the voter votes.

The duplicate cards shall bear the same information and signa-
ture of the voter but need not contain spaces for recording the
voting record. They shall be filed alphabetically without regard to
precincts, in the discretion of the registrar, shall be retained in the
office of the registrar at all times, and shall not be open to public
inspection.

29.07.160 Closing registration files—Transfers—Notice. The reg-
istration files of all precincts shall be closed against original regis-
tration or transfer for thirty days immediately preceding every
election and primary to be held in such precincts, respectively,
but they shall remain open for an additional fifteen days for trans-
fers of registration from one precinct within a city or town to
another precinct in the same city or town and for transfers of
registration from one rural precinct to another rural precinct in
the same county.

The county auditor shall give notice of the closing of said files
for original registration and transfer by one publication in a news-
paper of general circulation in the county at least five days before
such closing.

29.07.170 Delivery of registration files. Immediately upon closing
his registration files preceding an election, the registration officer
having custody thereof shall insert therein his certificate as to the
authenticity thereof. He shall then deliver the original registration
files for each precinct thus certified to the inspector or one of the
judges thereof at the proper polling place before the polls open:
Provided, That in the case of any general state or county election
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the county auditor may require all registration officers to deliver
the files to him for delivery thereof by him to the precinct election
officers.

29.07.180 Return of registration files after election. The original
registration files of each precinct delivered to the precinct election
officers for use on the day of an election held in that precinct shall
be returned by them to the county auditor or city clerk, as the
case may be, upon the completion of the count of the votes cast in
the precinct at that election. While in possession of the county
auditor or city clerk they shall be open to public inspection under
such reasonable rules and regulations as may be prescribed therefor.

Chapter 29.10
REGISTRATION TRANSFERS AND CANCELLATIONS

29.10.010 Transfers within same city or town—Authority—Re-
quest. Any registered voter who changes his residence from one
address to another within the same city or town, shall have his
registration transferred to his new address by sending to the city
clerk thereof a signed request stating his present address and the
address from which he was last registered, or by appearing in person
before a registration officer to have his registration transferred and
signing such request.

29.10.020 Transfers, rural to rural in same county—Authority—
Request. Any registered voter who changes his residence from one
rural precinct to another within the same county, shall have his
registration transferred to his new address by sending to the county
auditor a signed request stating his present address and precinct,
and the address and precinct from which he was last registered,
or by appearing in person before him to have his registration trans-
ferred, and signing such request.

29.10.030 Transfers—Registrar’s duties. The signature of the
voter on the request shall be compared with the signature of the
voter on the registration cards of such voter, and if it appears
that the signatures have been made by the same person, the new
place of residence and precinct name or number shall be entered
upon both the original and duplicate registration cards of the voter
signing such request, and they shall be removed from the files of
the precinct of the former residence and inserted in the files of the
precinct of the present residence.

29.10.040 Reregistration on other changes of residence. A regis-
tered voter who changes his residence from one county to another;
or from a city or town to another city or town, or to a rural precinct;
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or from a rural precinct to a city or town shall be required to
register anew. Before registering anew, the voter shall sign an
authorization to cancel his present registration in substantially the
following form: “I hereby authorize the cancellation of my regis-
trationin .o precinct of (city or town),
.......................................... county or precinet of ..
county.” Such authorization shall be filed with the registration offi-
cer before whom the voter registers anew, and shall be forwarded
promptly to the registrar of the county, or city or town, in which
the voter was previously registered. Upon the receipt of such author-
ization, the registrar of the county, or city or town, where the
previous registration was made, shall cause the signature on the
authorization to be compared with the signature on the registration
cards of such voter, and if it appears that the signatures were made
by the same person, the former registration shall be canceled forth-
with; but if it shall not so appear, it shall be the duty of the regis-
trar receiving such authorization to notify the registrar of the
county, or city or town, forwarding such authorization of the ap-
parent fraud, and the registrar receiving such notification shall
cancel the new registration, and note on the cards the reason for
such cancellation, and shall notify the person so registered anew,
by mail of such cancellation and the reason therefor.

29.10.050 Reregistration upon change of name of voter. Any
registered voter who changes his or her name by marriage, or
otherwise in the manner provided by law, shall register anew.

29.10.060 Change of precinct boundaries—Transfer of registra-
tion. If the boundaries of any city, township, or rural precinct are
changed in the manner provided by law, the city clerk, town clerk,
or county auditor, as the case may be, shall transfer the registration
cards of every registered voter whose place of residence is affected
thereby to the files of the proper precinct, noting thereon the name
or number of the new precinct, and it shall not be necessary for any
registered voter whose residence has been changed from one pre-
cinct to another, by a change of boundary, to apply to the registra-
tion officer for a transfer of registration. The city clerk, town clerk,
or county auditor, as the case may be, shall mail to each registrant
in the new precinct a notice that his precincet has been changed from

to , and that thereafter he will be entitled
to vote in the new precinct, giving the name or number.

29.10.070 Change of city boundaries—Transfer of registration.
If any territory lying outside the limits of a city or town is annexed
to the city or town, the city clerk thereof shall notify the county
auditor of the county, in writing thereof, giving the boundaries of
the annexed territory. The county auditor, upon receiving such
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notice, shall remove the original and duplicate registration cards
of all voters residing within the territory annexed to the city or
town from the files and deliver them to the city clerk. The city
clerk shall insert such cards in the registration files of the proper
precincts of the city or town. The city clerk shall also mail to each
registrant in the new precinct a notice that his precinct has been
changed from to , and that thereafter he
will be entitled to vote in the new precinct, giving the name and
number: Provided, That if by reason of the fact that the location of
the residence of any registered voter as shown upon the registration
cards is so indefinite that the city clerk is unable to determine the
precinct in which such residence is located, he shall mail a notice
thereof to such registered voter, and, if necessary, register him anew.

29.10.080 Cancellation for failure to vote. On the first day of
April of each odd-numbered year, or as soon thereafter as is prac-
ticable every city clerk, town clerk, and every county auditor shall
examine the registration files in his custody, and if, from such
examination, he finds that any registered voter has failed, for a
period of four years preceding April 1st of said odd-numbered year
to vote in at least one election, he shall remove the registration
cards of such voter from the original and duplicate files, and cancel
the same by entering thereon over his signature the words “canceled
for failure to vote for four years” and the date of such cancellation.
He shall also notify the voter whose registration has been canceled,
by mail, at his last registration address, of the fact that his registra-
tion has been canceled, and that he will not be entitled to vote
at any election until he has registered anew. No voter’s registration
shall be canceled if his original registration was made less than
four years prior to the cancellation date. The secretary of state
shall be notified immediately of all such cancellations.

29.10.090 Cancellation for death. The local registrar of vital
statistics in cities of the first class shall submit monthly to the city
clerk a list of the names and addresses, if known, of all persons over
twenty-one years of age who have died.

The registrar of vital statistics of the state shall supply such
monthly lists for each county of the state, exclusive of cities of the
first class, to the county auditor thereof. The county auditor shall
prepare from said lists a separate list of deceased persons for
each city or town within the county, except cities of the first class,
and mail the same to the city clerks thereof. The various city clerks
and county auditors shall compare such lists with the registration
records and cancel the registrations of deceased voters.

In addition to the above manner of canceling registration records
of deceased voters, any registered voter may sign a statement,

[ 796 ]



SESSION LAWS, 1965. [Cr. 9.

subject to the penalties of perjury, to the effect that to his personal
knowledge or belief another registered voter is deceased. Upon the
receipt of such signed statement, the appropriate registration officer
shall cancel the registration records concerned and so notify the
secretary of state. Upon receipt of such notice, the secretary of state
shall in turn cancel his copy of said registration record.

The secretary of state as chief elections officer shall cause such
form to be designed to carry out the provisions of this section. The
respective county auditors and city and town clerks shall have
such forms available for public use. Further, each such public offi-
cer having jurisdiction of an election shall make available a reason-
able supply of such forms for the use of the precinct election offi-
cers at each polling place on the day of an election.

29.10.095 Report of deaths to secretary of state. On or before
the fifteenth day of July and quarterly thereafter, the local regis-
trar of vital statistics in cities of the first class and the registrar of
vital statistics of the state shall file a sworn statement with the
secretary of state. The form of said statement shall be furnished
by the secretary and shall recite the number of deaths that have
occurred during the three months’ period immediately preceding
the date of said report and the fact that the county auditor or city
clerk, as the case may be, has been notified. The number of deaths
shall be further segregated as to city, town or rural areas.

29.10.100 Weekly report of transfers and cancellations. On the
Monday next following the transfer or cancellation of the registra-
tion of any voter, each registrar of voters must certify to all trans-
fers or cancellations made during the prior week to the secretary of
state. The certificate shall set forth the name of each voter whose
registration has been transferred or canceled, the county, city or
town, and precinct in which he was registered and, in case of a
transfer, also the name of the county and city or town, the name or
number of the precinct and the post office address (including street
and number) to which the registration of the voter was transferred.

29.10.110 Record of cancellations—Statement to be affixed to
canceled duplicate registration card. Every city clerk and county
auditor shall carefully preserve in a separate file, to be kept in
his office for that purpose, all original and duplicate registration
cards canceled. The files for the preservation of canceled registra-
tion cards, shall be arranged and kept in alphabetical order irre-
spective of the precincts from which the canceled cards were re-
ceived and the signed statement used as the authority for cancella-
tion as provided in RCW 29.10.090 shall be firmly affixed to the
canceled duplicate registration card (Permanent Registration Form
No. 2).
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The city or town clerk and county auditor may destroy all orig-
inal cards (Permanent Registration Form No. 1) that have been
canceled for a period of four years or more.

29.10.120 Sworn statement of cancellations—Filing. On or before
August 1st of the odd-numbered year, each county auditor, city or
town clerk, shall execute a sworn statement and file same with the
secretary of state within ten days after date of execution. Said
statement shall be furnished by the office of secretary of state and
shall be in substantially the following form:

State of Washington ]
ss.
County of ]
I, , do solemnly swear that I have caused

to be examined the permanent voting record of each registered
voter under my jurisdiction and have canceled those registrations
of said voters who have failed to cast a ballot at any election held
during the four year period immediately prior to the first day of
April of this year as provided by law.

Further, the number of said cancellations totaled .. ... . ... ..
A notice has been mailed to each elector concerned and the office
of the secretary has been notified of said cancellations as reported
on Permanent Registration Form No. 8.

(Signature) (Title)
Subscribed and sworn to.

Chapter 29.13
TIMES FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS AND PRIMARIES

29.13.010 Elections by county constituencies or larger. All state
and county general elections for the election of federal, state, legis-
lative, judicial, county, and precinct officers, and for the submission
to the voters of the state of any measure for their adoption and
approval or rejection, shall be held on the first Tuesday after the
first Monday of November, in the year in which they may be called:
Provided, That this section shall not be construed as fixing the time
for holding primary elections, or elections for the recall of county
officers; nor special elections to fill vacancies in any state office, or
in the membership of either branch of the congress of the United
States: Provided further, That the board of county commissioners
may, if they deem an emergency to exist, call a special county elec-
tion at any time by presenting a resolution to the county auditor at
least forty-five days prior to the proposed election date. Such county
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special election shall be noticed and conducted in the manner pro-
vided by law.

29.13.015 1963 elections act defined. Wherever used in chapter
29.13 RCW, the term “1963 elections act” includes the following
RCW sections: RCW 29.04.055, 29.04.070, 29.04.080, 29.13.020, 29.13.021,
29.13.022, 29.13.023, 29.13.024, 29.13.030, 29.13.040, 29.13.045, 29.13.050,
29.13.060, 29.13.061, 29.13.065, 29.13.070, 29.21.060, 29.24.110, 35.17.020,
35.17.400, 35.23.040, 35.24.050, 35.27.090, 36.69.090, 53.12.044, 53.12.046,
53.12.160, 53.12.210 and 56.12.020, as amended in the year 1963, or
thereafter.

29.13.020 Elections by lesser constituencies in class AA and
class A counties—Commencement of terms of office—Special elec-
tions. All city, town, and district elections, except as hereinafter
provided, whether general or special, and whether for the election
of municipal or district officers or for the submission to the voters
of any city, town or district of any question for their adoption and
approval, or rejection, shall be held in class AA or class A counties
on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November in the odd-
numbered years: Provided, That there shall be no such general city
or town elections held under the provisions of the 1963 elections
act until 1967, and the positions that would have been voted upon
in the year 1966, except for the provisions of the 1963 elections act,
shall be voted upon at the general election to be held on the Tuesday
following the first Monday in November in the year 1967 and each
two years thereafter. All city and town elections to be held in 1964
under existing law shall be conducted as though the provisions of
the 1963 elections act had not been enacted. All city and town offi-
cers elected in 1964 shall remain in office for their regular term
and until their successors are elected and qualified under the pro-
visions of the 1963 elections act.

There shall be no such regular district elections held in the
years 1964, 1966, and 1968, and the positions that would have been
voted upon, except for the provisions of the 1963 elections act, in
the years 1964, 1966, and 1968 shall be voted upon at the general
elections to be held on the Tuesday following the first Monday in
November in the years 1965, 1967, and 1969 respectively and each
two years thereafter.

There shall be no such regular school district elections held on
the second Tuesday in March in the years 1965, 1967, and 1969
and the positions that would have been voted upon, except for
the provisions of the 1963 elections act, shall be voted upon at the
general elections to be held on the Tuesday following the first
Monday in November in the years 1965, 1967, and 1969 respectively
and each two years thereafter.
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The purpose of this section is to change the time of holding all
general city, town, and district elections in class AA and class A
counties from March of either the even-numbered or odd-numbered
years, as the case may be, to a common election date, being the
Tuesday following the first Monday in November of the odd-
numbered years, and further, to change the time of holding regular
port district elections in class AA and class A counties and park
and recreation districts in class AA counties from the Tuesday fol-
lowing the first Monday in November of the even-numbered years
to the Tuesday following the first Monday in November of the odd-
numbered years.

The terms of all such city, town, and district officers elected
on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November of the odd-
numbered years shall commence as of noon on the second Monday
in January following their election: Provided, That any person
elected to less than a full term shall assume office as soon as the
election returns have been certified.

All incumbent city, town, or district officers whose terms would
have expired, except for the provisions of the 1963 elections act,
shall remain in office until their successors are elected and qualified.

This section shall not apply to:

(1) Elections for the recall of city, town, or district officers,

(2) Public utility districts, or district elections whereat the
ownership of property within said districts is a prerequisite to
voting, all of which elections shall be held at the times prescribed
in the laws specifically applicable thereto.

The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, upon
request in the form of a resolution of the governing body of a city,
town or district, presented to him at least forty-five days prior to
the proposed election date, may, if he deems an emergency to exist,
call a special election at any time in such city, town, or district
and for the purpose of such special election he may combine, unite
or divide precincts. Such special election shall be conducted and
notice thereof given in the manner provided by law.

29.13.021 Elections in first class cities under commission govern-
ment whose charters provide for triennial elections. All regular elec-
tions in cities of the first class under a commission form of govern-
ment whose charters provide that elections shall be held triennially,
shall hereafter be held quadrennially and shall be held on the Tues-
day following the first Monday in November in the odd-numbered
years: Provided, That no such regular city election shall be held
under the provisions of this 1963 amendatory section until the
Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1969. The elections to
be held in such cities in 1964 under existing law shall be conducted
at the time and in the manner as though the provisions of the 1963
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elections act had not been enacted. All city officials elected in 1964,
or thereafter, shall be elected for terms of four years and until
their successors are elected and qualified under the provisions of the
1963 elections act.

29.13.023 Elections in first class cities under mayor-council gov-
ernment—Twelve councilmen. All regular elections in first class
cities having a mayor-council form of government whose charters
provide for twelve councilmen elected for a term of two years, two
being elected from each of six wards, and for the election of a
mayor, treasurer, and comptroller for terms of two years, shall be
held b1enn1a11y, and shall be held on the Tuesday following the first
Monday in November in the odd-numbered years except as provided
in RCW 29.13.020 and 29.13.030. The term of each councilman, mayor,
treasurer and comptroller shall be four years and until their succes-
sors are elected and quahﬁed The terms of the councilmen shall
be so staggered that six councilmen shall be elected to office at
each regular election. : :

29.13.024 ———Seven councilmen. All regular eleetions in
first class cities having a mayor-council form of government whose
charters provide for seven councilmen, one to be elected from each
of six wards and one at large, for a term of two years, and for the
election of a mayor, comptroller, treasurer and attorney for two
year terms, shall be held on the Tuesday following the first Monday
in November on the odd-numbered years except as provided in
RCW 29.13.020 and 29.13.030. The terms of the six councilmen
to be elected by wards shall be four years and until their successors
are elected and qualified and the term of the councilman to be
elected at large shall be two years and until their successors are
elected and qualified. The terms of the councilmen shall be so
staggered that three ward councilmen and the councilman at large
shall be elected at each regular election. The term of the mayor,
attorney, treasurer, and comptroller shall be four years and until
their successors are elected and qualified.

29.13.025 “Class A county” includes higher classifications. For
the purposes of RCW 29.13.020, 29.13.030, 29.13.040, 29.21.060, 29.24.110,
29.27.040 and 29.27.080, “class A county” shall include counties of
higher classification whenever such class or classes shall be estab-
lished.

29.13.030 Elections by cities, towns, school districts, in class 1
through class 9 counties—Special elections—Consolidated election
laws defined. All city and town regular elections, in class 1 through
class 9 counties, shall be held on the Tuesday following the first Mon-
day in November in the odd-numbered years: Provided, That there
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shall be no such general city or town elections held under the provi-
sions of the 1963 elections act until 1967, and the positions that would
have been voted upon in the year 1966, except for the provisions of
the 1963 elections act, shall be voted upon at the general election
to be held on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November
in the year 1967 and each two years thereafter. All city and town
elections to be held in 1964 under existing law shall be conducted
as though the provisions of the 1963 elections act had not been
enacted. All city and town officers elected in 1964 shall remain in
office for their regular term and until their successors are elected
and qualified under the provisions of the 1963 elections act.

All general school district elections, in class 1 through class 9
counties, shall be held on the Tuesday following the first Monday in
November in the odd-numbered years: Provided, That this section
shall not be construed as fixing the time for holding the elec-
tions for the recall of any city, town, or district officers or special
bond election or any election held in a city of the first class for choos-
ing qualified electors to prepare a new charter for such city by alter-
ing, changing, revising, adding to or repealing its existing charter,
or any election held in any such city for ratifying such new charter.

There shall be no such general school district elections held on the
second Tuesday in March in the years 1965 and 1967, and the
positions that would have been voted upon, except for the provisions
of the 1963 elections act, shall be voted upon at the general elections
to be held on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November
in the years 1965 and 1967 respectively and each two years there-
after.

The purpose of this section is to change the time of holding all
general city, town, and school district elections in class 1 through
class 9 counties from March of either the even-numbered or odd-
numbered years, as the case may be, to a common election date,
being the Tuesday following the first Monday in November of the
odd-numbered years.

The county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections, upon
request in the form of a resolution of the governing body of a city,
town or district, presented to him at least forty-five days prior to
the proposed election date, may, if he deems an emergency to exist,
call a special election at any time in such city, town, or district
and for the purpose of such special election he may combine, unite
or divide precincts. Such special election shall be conducted and
notices thereof given in the manner provided by law.

This section and RCW 29.13.010 and 29.13.020 are referred to
as the consolidated election laws.
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29.13.040 Conduct of elections of lesser constituencies—Canvass.
All elections, whether special or general, held under RCW 29.13.020
and RCW 29.13.030 as now or hereafter amended, shall be conducted
by the county auditor as ex officio county supervisor of elections
and shall be canvassed by the county canvassing board.

29.13.045 Constituencies to bear share of election costs. Every
city, town, and district shall be liable for its proportionate share of
the costs when such elections are held in conjunction with other
elections held under RCW 29.13.010, 29.13.020 and 29.13.030.

29.13.050 Commencement of terms of officers elected—Organiza-
tion of district boards of directors. The term of every city, town,
and district officer elected to office on the Tuesday following the
first Monday in November of the odd-numbered years shall begin
as of noon on the second Monday in January following his election:
Provided, That any person elected to less than a full term shall
assume office as soon as the election returns have been certified.

Persons elected to office at the first regular elections held under
the provisions of the 1963 elections act shall assume office as soon
as the election returns have been certified.

Each board of directors of every district shall be organized at
the first meeting held after one or more newly elected directors
take office.

29.13.060 Elections in first class school districts containing a city
of the first class, in class A and class AA counties. In class AA and
class A counties, first class school districts containing a city -of the
first class shall hold their election biennially on the Tuesday follow-
ing the first Monday in November of each odd-numbered year.

The directors to be elected shall be elected for terms of six
years and until their successors are elected and qualified.

29.13.070 Primaries, when held. Nominating primaries for gen-
eral elections to be held in November shall be held at the regular
polling places in each precinet on the Tuesday following the second
Monday of the preceding September.

Nominating primaries other than the September primary shall
be held four weeks before the date fixed for election, except as
may be otherwise expressly provided.

29.13.080 Opening and closing polls. At every election and pri-
mary election the polls must be kept open from eight o’clock a. m.
to eight o'clock p. m. and all qualified electors who are inside
the polling place at eight o’clock p. m., shall be allowed to cast
their votes.
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Chapter 29.18
PARTISAN PRIMARIES

29.18.010 To what candidates this chapter is applicable. All can-
didates for state, congressional, legislative, county, municipal, and
precinct elective offices shall be nominated at a partisan primary
election held pursuant to the provisions of this chapter: Provided,
That this chapter shall not apply to elections:

(1) To fill unexpired terms occasioned by vacancies;

(2) For nonpartisan elective offices;

(3) For presidential electors;

(4) In first class cities whose charters provide a nonpartisan
method of nominating candidates;

(5) In fourth class cities or towns;

(6) In first, second and third class cities holding nonpartisan
elections under RCW 29.21.010.

29.18.020 What political parties may participate. Only the names
of major political parties shall be entitled to appear upon the pri-
mary election ballot after the names of the candidates affiliated
therewith. The name of no other political party shall appear thereon.

29.18.030 Declaration and affidavit of candidacy—Necessity—
Form—Withdrawal. The name of no candidate shall be printed upon
the official ballot used at a state primary, unless not earlier than the
first Monday of July nor later than the second Friday following the
first Monday of July, a declaration of candidacy is filed in the
form hereinafter set forth, nor at any other primary election
unless at least forty-five and not more than sixty days prior to
such primary, a declaration of candidacy has been filed by him as
provided in this chapter in the following form:

DECLARATION AND AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDACY

State of Washington ]
sS.
County of j
DECLARATION
I, , declare upon honor that I am a
registered voter residing at No. ... street, . (city
or town of) (county of) , state of

Washington, and am legally qualified to assume office if elected; that
I hereby declare myself a candidate for nomination to the office of
or position No. for the of-
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fice of (fill in whichever blank is applicable)
to be made at the primary election to be held on the ... - day of
, and hereby request that my name be printed upon
the official primary ballots, as provided by law, as a candidate of
the (do not fill this in if office sought is nonpartisan)
party, and I accompany herewith the sum of
dollars, the fee required by law of me for becoming a candidate.

AFFIDAVIT

Further, I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the
Constitution and laws of the United States and the Constitution and
- laws of the state of Washington; that I do not advocate the over-
throw, destruction, or alteration of the constitutional form of gov-
ernment of the United States or of the state of Washington or any
political subdivision of either of them, by revolution, force or vio-
lence, and that I do not knowingly belong to any organization, for-
eign or otherwise, which engages in or advocates, the overthrow,
destruction or alteration of the constitutional form of government
of the United States or of the state of Washington or any political
subdivision of either of them, by revolution, force or violence.

(Please print name to assure
correct spelling)

(Signature of candidate as name
is to appear upon ballot)
Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of

(Signature of official)

(Official title)

Provided, That any candidate may in writing withdraw his
declaration at any time to and including the first Friday after
the last day allowed for filing declarations of candidacy: Provided
further, That should the candidate desire to mail his declaration
of withdrawal it shall be honored if the instrument is mailed no
later than the last day allowed for withdrawals and is received by
the election officer concerned no later than the first succeeding
Monday. There shall be no refund of the filing fee.

29.18.035 Titles designating occupation prohibited. No person
when filing as a candidate or nominee at any election shall be
permitted to use any titles designating his present or past occupa-
tion or profession, including ranks in the armed forces: Provided,
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That the provisions of this section shall not prohibit the use of a
nickname by which a candidate is commonly known: Provided
further, That should a nickname be used it shall be in addition to
the candidate’s given name (for example: Richard A. “Dick” Roe
or R. A. “Dick” Roe).

29.18.040 Declaration of candidacy—Where filed. Declarations
of candidacy shall be filed as follows:

(1) For state offices, United States senate, United States house
of representatives, and the state legislature and superior court when
electors from a district comprising more than one county vote
upon the candidates, in the office of the secretary of state.

(2) For offices, except city and town offices, when electors from
only one county vote upon the candidates, in the office of the
county auditor.

(3) For city and town offices, in the office of the city clerk.

29.18.050 Declarations of candidacy—Fees. A fee of one dollar
must accompany each declaration of candidacy for a precinct office
without salary; a fee of ten dollars for any office with a compensa-
tion attached of one thousand dollars per annum or less; a fee
equal to one percent of the annual compensation for any office with
a compensation attached of more than one thousand dollars per
annum.

When the candidacy is for:

(1) A state or congressional office the fee shall be paid to the
secretary of state for deposit in the state treasury.

(2) A district office embracing more than one county the fee
shall be paid to the secretary of state for equal division between
the treasuries of the counties comprising the district.

(3) A county office or office for a district comprising part of
one county the fee shall be paid to the county auditor for deposit
in the county treasury.

(4) A city or town office the fee shall be paid to the clerk thereof
for the city or town treasury.

29.18.060 Declaration of candidacy—Duplication of names—Elec-
tion ballots. When two or more persons file for the same office in
any primary election whose surnames are so similar in sound or
spelling as to be confusing to the electors, the secretary of state,
county auditor, city clerk or any other public officer with whom
declarations of candidates are filed, shall, on his own initiative, or
upon the request of any of the candidates for the same office, as
hereinafter provided print on the ballot immediately after the
surname of the candidates having similar surnames, the profession,
business, trade, occupation or such other designation as may be re-
quired for the definite identification of each, as follows:
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George Jones (Grocer)
G. A. Jones (Laborer)
Provided, That if one of the candidates is the incumbent seeking
reelection, immediately before his name shall be printed the word
“Incumbent,” and there shall be printed before the name of the
other candidate having a similar surname the word “Opponent,”
and following his name a word descriptive of his occupation, which
for the purpose of illustration, can be printed in the following form:

“Incumbent”’—George Jones

“Opponent”—G. A. Jones (Laborer)

If as a result of the primary, two or more candidates so identi-
fied are nominated, then such descriptive identification as appeared
on the primary ballot shall also appear on the general election
ballot. The same provisions shall also apply to any election not
preceded by a primary.

29.18.070 Duplication of, use of nonexistent or untrue names, as
felony. A person is guilty of a felony who files a declaration of can-
didacy for any public office of:

(1) A nonexistent or fictitious person; or

(2) The name of any person not his true name; or

(3) A name similar to that of an incumbent seeking reelection
to the same office with intent to confuse and mislead the electors
by taking advantage of the public reputation of the incumbent; or

(4) A surname similar to one who has already filed for the
same office, and whose political reputation is widely known, with
intent to confuse and mislead the electors by capitalizing on the
public reputation of the candidate who had previously filed.

29.18.080 Duplication of names—Conspiracy—Criminal and civil
liability. Any person who with intent to mislead or confuse the
electors conspires with another person who has a surname similar
to an incumbent seeking reelection to the same office, or to an
opponent for the same office whose political reputation has been
well established, by persuading such other person to file for such
office with no intention of being elected, but to defeat the incumbent
or the well known opponent, shall be guilty of a felony. In addition
thereto such person or persons shall be subject to a suit for civil
damages the amount of which shall not exceed the salary which
the injured person would have received had he been elected or
reelected.

29.18.090 Duplication of, use of nonexistent or untrue names—
Call for meeting to adjust. Any candidate who believes that the
electors will be misled or confused by the candidacy of any person
who has filed for the same office as provided in RCW 29.18.060 and
29.18.070, shall, not more than three days after the time for the
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filings has expired, present in writing to the filing officer, the secre-
tary of state, county auditor, or city clerk, as the case may be, a
written request that a meeting of all the candidates for the same
office whose names are the same or similar be held immediately for
the purpose of eliminating the confusion. The written request shall
state the objections of the candidate. The filing officer within two
days following the receipt of such request shall mail a copy thereof
to each candidate named in the request at the address set forth
in the declaration of the candidate and shall notify each candidate
to be present at a meeting to be held in his office on a day and hour
certain to be stated in the notice, which hearing shall take place
not more than five days after the receipt of such request.

29.18.100 Duplication of names—Conduct of meeting to adjust.
At the meeting to be held by the filing officer, he shall hear all objec-
tions to candidates, names and designations of candidates and shall
pass upon all matters which may come before him pertaining to
the enforcement of RCW 29.18.060 through 29.18.100. If any candidate
fails to respond to the notice of the meeting, or if the filing officer
is satisfied that the candidate is a fictitious or nonexistent person
or that the declaration of candidacy was not filed in the true
name of the person, the candidacy of such person shall be canceled
and shall not be printed on the ballot. The filing officer shall decide
all objections according to the facts and his rulings shall be final,
unless ordered otherwise by a court of competent. jurisdiction.

29.18.110 Number of votes necessary to nominate. No candidate
for a party nomination shall be the party nominee unless he
receives a number of votes equal to at least ten percent of the
highest number cast for any candidate of his party in the'political
subdivision in which he is a candidate.

Subject thereto, any person who receives a plurality of the
votes cast for the candldates of his party for any office shall be his
party’s nominee for that office.

If there are two or more positions of the same kind to be ﬁlled
and more candidates of a party receive a plurality of the votes cast
for those positions than there are positions to be filled, the number
of candidates equal to the number of positions to be filled who
receive the highest number of votes shall be the nominees of their
party for those positions.

29.18.120 Procedure at primary—General election laws apply.
So far as applicable, the provisions in relation to the holding of
elections, the solicitation of voters at the polls, the challenging of
voters, the manner of conducting elections, of counting the ballots
and making returns and canvass thereof, and all other kindred
subjects, including the sale of intoxicating liquors during the hours
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the polls are open, shall apply to all primaries and the election
officers shall have the same powers for primary elections as they
have for general elections.

29.18.140 Statement of expense of candidate. Every candidate
for nomination at a primary election, shall, within ten days after
the day of holding the primary election at which he is a candidate,
file an itemized statement in writing, duly sworn to as to its
correctness, with the officer with whom his declaration of candidacy
or other nomination paper is filed, setting forth each sum of money
and thing of value, or any consideration whatever, contributed,
paid or promised by him, or anyone for him, with his knowledge or
acquiescence, for the purpose of securing or influencing, or in any
way affecting his nomination to said office. The statement shall
set forth the sums paid as personal expenses, stating fully the nature,
kind and character of the expense for which the sums were ex-
pended separately, and the persons to whom the sums were paid
and the purposes for which such payments were made. In this
statement all sums or other considerations promised and not paid
shall be included. The statement, when so filed shall immediately
be subject to the inspection and examination of any elector and
shall be and become a part of the public records.

29.18.150 Vacancies on ticket—How filled—Correcting ballots
and labels—Counting votes already cast for person named to va-
cancy, when. Should a place on a party ticket be vacant because
no person filed for nomination as the candidate of that party, after
the last day allowed for candidates to withdraw as provided by
RCW 29.18.030, if the vacancy is for a state or county office to be
voted on solely by the electors of a single county, the county central
committee of the party may select and certify a candidate to fill
the vacancy; if the vacancy is for any other office the state central
committee of the party may select and certify a candidate to fill
‘the vacancy; the certificate must set forth the cause of the vacancy,
the name of the person nominated, the office for which he is nom-
inated and other pertinent information required in an ordinary
certificate of nomination and be filed in the proper office no later
than the first Friday after the last day allowed for candidates to
withdraw, together with the candidate’s fee applicable to that office
and a declaration of candidacy: Provided, That a vacancy caused
by the death or disqualiﬁcation of any nominee for a partisan office
may be filled as set forth in this section at any time up to and
including the day prior to the election.

Should such vacancy occur no later than the third Tuesday prior
to the state general election concerned and the ballots and voting
machine labels have been printed, it shall be mandatory that they
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be corrected by the appropriate election officers. In making such
correction, it shall not be necessary to reprint complete ballots if
any other less expensive technique can be used and the resulting
correction is reasonably clear.

Should such vacancy occur after the third Tuesday prior to said
state general election and time does not exist in which to correct
paper ballots (including absentee ballots) or voting machine labels,
either in total or in part, then the votes cast or recorded for the
person who has died or become disqualified shall be counted for the
person who has been named to fill such vacancy.

When the secretary of state is the person with whom the cer-
tificate of nomination is filed he shall in certifying nominations to
the various county officers insert the name of the persons nominated
to fill a vacancy.

In the event that the secretary of state has already sent forth
his certificate when the certificate of nomination to fill a vacancy
is filed with him, he shall forthwith certify to the county auditors
of the proper counties the name and place of residence of the person
nominated to fill a vacancy, the office he is nominated for, the party
he represents and all other pertinent facts pertaining to the va-
cancy.

29.18.200 Blanket primary authorized. All properly registered
voters may vote for their choice at any primary election, for any
candidate for each office, regardless of political affiliation and with-
out a declaration of political faith or adherence on the part of the
voter.

Chapter 29.21
NONPARTISAN PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS

29.21.010 Primaries in first, second and third class cities. All
primaries for all cities of the first, second and third class, irrespective
of type or form of government shall be nonpartisan and held as
provided in RCW 29.13.070. All names of candidates to be voted upon
at city primary elections shall be printed upon the official primary
ballot alphabetically in groups under the designation of the respec-
tive titles of the offices for which they are candidates. The name of
the person who receives the greatest number of votes and of the
person who receives the next greatest number of votes for each
position, shall appear in that order on the municipal general election
ballot under the designation for each respective office. In the event
there are two or more offices to be filled for the same position, then
names of candidates receiving the highest number of votes equal
in number to twice the offices to be filled shall appear on the
municipal general election ballot so that the voter shall have a
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choice of two candidates for each position: Provided, That no name
of any candidate shall appear on the city general election ballot
unless said candidate shall receive at least ten percent of the
total votes cast for that office. The sequence of names of candidates
printed on the municipal general election ballot shall be in relation
to the number of votes each candidate received at the primary.
Names of candidates printed upon the municipal primary and gen-
eral election ballot need not be rotated: Provided further, That no
provision of this section in conflict with the primary election pro-
visions contained in charters of cities of the first class shall be
effective, except that all first class cities shall hold their primaries
as provided in RCW 29.13.070.

29.21.015 When no city primary—Prerequisites—Procedure. No
primary shall be held in any city if, after the last day allowed for
candidates to withdraw, there are no more than two candidates
filed for each position to be filled. In such event, the city clerk
shall immediately notify all candidates concerned and if the county
auditor has jurisdiction of such primary election, he shall also be
notified. Names of candidates that would have been printed upon
the city primary ballot, but for the provisions of this section, shall
be printed upon the city general election ballot alphabetically in
groups under the designation of the respective titles of the offices
for which they are candidates.

29.21.017 City councilmen positions to be numbered as separate
offices—Exception—Exclusive method of nominating and electing.
Not less than ten days before the time for filing declarations of
candidacy for councilmen in cities or towns operating under the
mayor-council or council-manager form of government, except the
position of councilman-at-large assigned a two year term in cities
of the third class, the city clerk shall designate the positions to be
filled by consecutive number, commencing with one. The positions
so designated shall be dealt with as separate offices for all election
purposes.

The provisions of this section shall be the exclusive method of
nominating and electing councilmen for all cities and towns the
charter provisions of any city notwithstanding.

29.21.020 Declarations of candidacy—Generally. Except as other-
wise in this chapter provided, all statutory provisions relating to
declarations of candidacy for primary nomination to partisan offices
shall apply to candidates for nonpartisan offices: Provided, That no
candidate for a nonpartisan office shall designate any party affilia-
tion in his declaration of candidacy.

29.21.030 Declarations of candidacy—Commission form cities.
Any person desiring to become a candidate for mayor or commis-
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sioner in a city organized under the commission form of government
shall, in accordance with the time period prescribed in RCW
29.21.060, file with the city clerk a statement of his candidacy ac-
companied by the required filing fee.

The form of declaration of candidacy for candidates for mayor
or commissioner in a city organized under the commission form
shall be substantially as follows:

“State of Washington, }
SS

County of

) , being first duly sworn, say
that I reside at street, . , county of
, state of Washington; that I am a qualified voter
therein; that I am a candidate for nomination to the office of
(inserting mayor,or commissioner of finance and
accounting or commissioner of streets and public improvements, as
the case may be) of the city of , to be voted on at the
primary to be held on the ... day of ,19...., and
I hereby request that my name be printed upon the official primary
ballot for nomination at said primary for such office.

(Signed)
Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me by ...
........................................ on this ... day of ; 19
(Signed) »

29.21.040 City offices in commission form cities. In cities oper-
ating under the commission form, the offices of mayor, commissioner
of finance and accounting and commissioner of streets and public
improvements shall be nonpartisan and the candidates therefor
shall be nominated at a primary to be held as provided in RCW
29.21.010. The officers appointed for the municipal election shall be
the officers of the primary election, which shall be held at the same
places, so far as practicable, and the polls shall be opened and closed
at the same hours as required for the municipal election.

29.21.050 Nominating petition in commission form cities. At the
time of filing his declaration of candidacy a candidate for mayor
or commissioner in a city organized under the commission form
must file therewith the petition of at least one hundred qualified
voters requesting such candidacy. Each petition must be verified
by someone as to the qualifications, residence (with street and
number) of all the persons who signed it. The petition shall be
substantially as follows:

“Petition accompanying nomination statement of .

“The undersigned, qualified electors of the city of ...
and residing at the places set opposite our respective names hereto
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do request that the name of ... (name of candidate)...... be placed
on the ballot as a candidate for nomination for ... (name of of-
fice) wn at the primary to be held in such city on the ...
day of , 19

“We further state that we know him to be a qualified elector
of said city and a person of good moral character and qualified, in
our judgment, for the duties of such office.

Name House number Street

(verification)”

29.21.060 Declarations of candidacy in first, second, third class
cities and certain districts—Other statutes superseded. During the
year 1964, all candidates for office to be voted upon at any election
in first, second, and third class cities shall file declarations of candi-
dacy not more than sixty nor less than forty-six days prior to the
day of the primary with the clerk thereof.

After the year 1964, all candidates for offices to be voted on at
any election in first, second, and third class cities shall file declara-
tions of candidacy with the clerk thereof not earlier than the first
Monday of July nor later than the second Friday following the
first Monday of July in the year such regular city elections are
held.

All candidates for district offices in port districts, and school
districts embracing a city of over one hundred thousand population,
both of which are located in class AA and class A counties, shall file
their declarations of candidacy with the county auditor of the county
not earlier than the first Monday of July nor later than the second
Friday following the first Monday of July in the year such regular
district elections are held.

All candidates for district offices not subject to a primary elec-
tion, other than irrigation districts, shall file declarations of candi-
dacy not more than sixty nor less than forty-six days prior to the
date of the election with the appropriate county auditor: Provided,
That in the case of public utility districts, and in no other, nomina-
tions shall be made by means of nominating petitions: Provided
further, That this chapter shall not change the method of nomination
for first district officers at the formation of the district.

Any candidate for city or district offices may withdraw his decla-
ration at any time to and including the first Friday after the last
day allowed for filing declarations of candidacy.

The city clerks in all counties shall transmit to their county
auditors at least thirty-five days before the date fixed for the
primary, a certified list of the names and addresses of the candidates
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to be voted on thereat as represented by the declarations of candi-
dacy filed in their offices.

All candidates required to file declarations of candidacy shall
pay the same fees and be governed by the same rules as contained
in RCW 29.18.030, 29.18.035, and 29.18.060: Provided, That no filing
fee shall be charged in the event that the office sought is without
salary.

This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all other
statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different
dates for filing declarations of candidacy for such city, town, and
district elections.

29.21.070 Judicial offices. The offices of judge of the supreme
court, judge of the superior court and justice of the peace shall be
nonpartisan and the candidates therefor shall be nominated and
elected as such. Not less than ten days before the time for filing
declarations of candidacy, each county auditor shall designate how
many justices of the peace are to be elected in each precinct in
his county.

29.21.080 School directors, county superintendents and state su-
perintendent. The offices of superintendent of public instruction
and of county superintendent of schools shall be nonpartisan and
the candidates therefor shall be nominated and elected as such.

Offices relative to the administration of the public schools, in-
cluding the office of school director, shall be nonpartisan.

29.21.085 County superintendents and state superintendent—
Ballot arrangement where voting machines. Where voting machines
are legally used in any election for superintendent of public instruc-
tion or county superintendent of schools, the ballot arrangement
for the aforesaid offices shall be substantially in the form as set
out in RCW 29.21.090, 29.21.100 and 29.21.150, but may be so varied
as to carry out the purposes required by the use of voting machines.

29.21.090 Arrangement of names on ballots. The names of can-
didates for nonpartisan office shall appear on election and primary
ballots under the proper office designation followed by the instruc-
tion “vote for one” unless more than one position is to be filled for
the same office in which case the proper word shall be substituted
for the word “one.”

29.21.100 Nonpartisan ballot—Place on regular ballot. If at any
election or primary, nonpartisan offices are to be filled, a section
of the ballot shall be designated “NONPARTISAN BALLOT” and
all nonpartisan offices to be filled and the names of all candidates
therefor shall appear therein.
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29.21.110 Supreme and superior court judges—Designation of
position. Not less than ten days before the time for filing declara-
tions of candidacy for election to the supreme court or to a superior
court for a judicial district comprising more than one county the
secretary of state shall in each case designate the positions to
be filled by consecutive number commencing with one; the county
auditor shall do likewise for the superior court positions in counties
where a county and judicial district are coextensive.

The judicial positions so designated shall be dealt with as sepa-
rate offices for all election purposes.

29.21.120 Judicial ballots—Form. Judicial positions and the can-
didates therefor shall appear separately on the nonpartisan ballot
in substantially the following form:

JUDICIAL ELECTION BALLOT

To vote for a person make a cross (X) in the square at the right
of the name of the person for whom you desire to vote.

Judges of the Supreme Court Judges of the Superior Court
...................... to be nominated. w10 be nominated.
No. 1 No. 1
Vote for One. Vote for One.
| O
| O
O O
No. 2 No. 2
Vote for One. Vote for One.
] —
O O
| O
No. 3 No. 3
Vote for One. Vote for One.
O O
| O
| |
(Or, if vacancy to be filled) (Or, if vacancy to be filled)
No. ... No. ...
2 (or 4) year term. Unexpired term.
Vote for One. Vote for One.

~ JOo
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(Or, if short term to be filled) (Or, if short term to be filled)

No. ... No. ...
Short term. Short term.
Vote for One. Vote for One.
J O
‘| [
(H [
Justice(s) of the Peace, Precinct
Votefor ...
(M
|
|
[
|

29.21.130 Ballots in commission form cities. The ballots for pri-
maries held in cities organized under the commission form of gov-
ernment shall be printed upon plain, substantial, white paper and
shall have no party designation or mark whatever. The names of
the candidates for each position shall be arranged alphabetically.
The ballots shall be in substantially the following form:

OFFICIAL PRIMARY BALLOT

Candidates for nomination for mayor and commissioners of
at the

PRIMARY ELECTION

(Date)

Place a cross in the square opposite the names of the persons you
favor as candidates for the respective positions.

MAYOR
Vote for One
{1
[
|

COMMISSIONER OF FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING

Vote for One

0
]
0
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COMMISSIONER OF STREETS AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

Vote for One

O
O
(]

The ballots for the general election shall be in the same general
form as for the primary election, so far as applicable.

29.21.140 Designation of short terms, unexpired terms, etc. If at
the same election there are long terms and short terms or full terms
and unexpired terms of office to be filled, the secretary of state or the
county auditor, as the case may be, shall distinguish them and
designate the short term, the long term, the full term and the
unexpired term separately as such, or by use of the words “two
year term” or “four year term” as the case may be.

In filing his declaration of candidacy in such cases the candidate
shall specify that his candidacy is for the short term, the long term,
the full term or the unexpired term as the case may be.

29.21.150 Determining nominees for single positions. The name
of the person who receives the greatest number of votes and of the
person who receives the next greatest number of votes at the
primary for a single nonpartisan position shall appear on the general
election ballot under the designation therefor: Prowided, That in
elections for judges of the supreme court and judges of the superior
court, for justices of the peace, for state superintendent of public
instruction, and for county superintendent of schools, if any candi-
date in the primary receives a majority of all of the votes cast for
the position, only the name of the person receiving the highest vote
shall be printed on the general election ballot under the designa-
tion for that position, followed by a space for the writing in of any
other name by a voter.

29.21.160 Determining nominees for multiple positions. If there
are two or more places to be filled for nonpartisan office, the num-
ber of candidates equalling the number of positions to be filled who
receive the highest number of votes at the primary and an equal
number who receive the next highest number of votes shall appear
under the designation for that office: Provided, That the names of
any candidates therefor who receive a majority of all of the votes
cast at the primary for that office, shall be printed separately as
candidates for that office under the designation “Vote for ... >
followed by blank spaces equalling the number of such majority
candidates for the writing in of any other name by a voter.

29.21.170 Same—Quota necessary for placement on ticket as
unopposed. The quota necessary to constitute a majority of votes
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cast in a nonpartisan primary for multiple places in the same office
is one more than the quotient obtained by dividing the sum of all
votes cast for all candidates for that office by twice the number of
places to be filled. If it appears that a number of candidates equal
to, or exceeding, the number of places to be filled have received this
quota, there shall be printed on the ballot only the names of the
candidates who received the highest number of votes and equal
to the number of places to be filled.

29.21.180 When no primary in certain offices—Prerequisites—
Procedure. No primary shall be held relating to the offices of state
superintendent of public instruction, county superintendent of
schools, or officers of school districts embracing a city of over one
hundred thousand population if, after the last day allowed for candi-
dates to withdraw, there are no more than two candidates filed for
each position to be filled. In such event all candidates concerned shall
be notified. Names of candidates that would have been printed upon
the primary ballot, but for the provisions of this section, shall be
printed upon the general election ballot alphabetically in groups
under the designation of the respective titles of the offices for which
they are candidates.

29.21.190 School directors in district embracing city over one
hundred thousand. The office of school director for school districts
embracing a city of over one hundred thousand population shall be
nonpartisan and the candidates therefor shall be nominated and
elected as such.

29.21.200 ———Declarations of candidacy—Designation of po-
sitions. Candidates for school director in school districts embracing
a city of over one hundred thousand population shall file their decla-
rations of candidacy as provided in RCW 29.21.060. Not less than
ten days before the time of filing such declarations of candidacy, the
county auditor shall designate the positions to be filled by consecu-
tive number, commencing with one. The positions so designated for
school directors in each district shall be dealt with as separate
offices for all election purposes, and where more than one position
is to be filled, each candidate shall file for one of the positions so
designated: Provided, That in first class school districts nominating
and electing school directors by director districts, candidates shall
file for such director districts.

29.21.210 —————Ballots—Form. The positions of school direc-
tors for school districts embracing a city of over one hundred thou-
sand population and the candidates therefor shall appear separately
on the nonpartisan ballot in substantially the following form:
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SCHOOL DIRECTOR ELECTION BALLOT

To vote for a person make a cross (X) in the square at the right
of the name of the person for whom you desire to vote.

School District Directors
to be nominated.

No.1
Vote for One
|
il
O
No. 2
Vote for One
|
il
|
To Fill Unexpired Term
No.w e
2 (or 4) year term
Vote for One
]
]
O
29.21.220 ———When nominating primary held—Costs. Nom-

inating primaries for school directors in school districts embracing
a city of over one hundred thousand population shall be held as
provided in RCW 29.13.070, and such school districts shall bear
their share of the primary election costs as provided in RCW
29.13.045.

29.21.230 —————Names of candidates to appear on general elec-
tion ballot. The name of the person who receives the greatest num-
ber of votes and of the person who receives the next greatest
number of votes at the primary for a school district position shall
appear on the general election ballot under the designation therefor:
Provided, That if any candidate for a position receives a majority
vote, his name alone shall be placed on the general election ballot
for that position.

Chapter 29.24
NOMINATIONS OTHER THAN BY PRIMARY

29.24.010 Definition—*“Convention”. A “convention” for the pur-
poses of this chapter, is an organized assemblage of at least one
hundred registered voters representing a new or minor political
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party, organization or principle, or in lieu thereof ten registered
voters from each congressional district in the state of Washington.

29.24.020 Minor parties must hold convention on state primary
day. Any new or minor political party is not entitled to participate
in a state primary election but must nominate candidates for public
office in a convention held on the same day that state primary elec-
tions are held.

29.24.030 Minor party convention—Procedure. To be valid, a
minor party convention must:

(1) Be attended by at least one hundred registered voters; or in
lieu thereof ten registered voters from each congressional district
in the state of Washington;

(2) Have been called by a notice published in a newspaper of
general circulation published in the county in which the convention
is to be held at least ten days before the date of the primary election
stating the date, hour, place of meeting and a general statement of
the principles of the organization.

29.24,040 Certificate of nomination—Requisites. A certificate evi-
dencing nominations made at a minority party convention must:

(1) Be in writing;

(2) Contain the name of each person nominated, his residence,
his business, and the office for which he is named; together with a.
sworn statement of each nominee giving his consent to the said
nominations;

(3) Designate in not more than five words the party or principle
which the convention represents;

(4) Be verified by the oath of the presiding officer and secretary;

(5) Be signed by at least one hundred registered voters present
at the convention and who did not vote at the primary election held
on that day, or in lieu thereof be signed by at least ten registered
voters from each congressional district in the state of Washington
present at a convention, and who did not vote at the primary election
held on that day;

(6) Show the voting addresses of all signers;

(7) Contain proof of publication of the notice of calling the con-
vention.

29.24.050 Certificate of nomination—What signatures invalid.
The signature of a minor party nominating certificate of a person
who voted in the primary held on the day of the convention is
invalid.

29.24.060 Certificate of nomination—Checking signatures. Upon
the receipt of the certificate of nomination of a minor party nomi-
nating convention, the secretary of state shall check from the
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records the required signatures thereto to ascertain if the signers
are registered voters and whether said signers voted at the primary
election held on the same day as said convention. If the secretary
of state finds that the certificate is defective or does not comply with
law he shall refuse to file the same and any declarations of candi-
dacy of candidates nominated by such convention.

29.24.070 Declarations of candidacy required. If the nominating
certificate is valid, each candidate nominated by a minor party
convention may file with the secretary of state a declaration of can-
didacy as nearly as possible in the form prescribed for candidates
subject to primary election, and each candidate must at the time
of filing such declaration pay to the secretary of state the fee
prescribed by law for candidates subject to primary election. The
name of a candidate nominated at a minor party convention shall not
be printed upon the election ballot unless he pays the fee required
by law to be paid by candidates for the same office to be nominated
at a primary election.

29.24.080 Filing dates for certificates and declarations. The
certificate of nominations made by a minor party convention, and
the declarations of candidacy of the individual candidates nom-
inated may be filed with the secretary of state at any time after
said convention is held, but such filing must be complete not later
than the first Tuesday after the date of the September primaries.

29.24.090 Transmittal of minor party nominations. If any nomi-
nations made by such convention are intended for county, district
or other local offices and valid declarations of candidacy have been
filed, the secretary of state shall transmit the same to the appropri-
ate county officers for printing upon the official ballot at the same
time and in the same manner as nominations for other offices are
transmitted, and shall at the same time transmit the filing fees
of such county, district or local candidates to the respective county
treasurers.

29.24110 Nominations in towns. Fourth class municipalities
shall not hold primaries and the election of town officers shall be
nonpartisan. Not less than ninety days prior to the holding of a
town election, the town council shall by ordinance prescribe as the
method for nominating candidates, either the holding of a caucus
or caucuses, in which case it shall further prescribe regulations
therefor, or the filing of declarations of candidacy.

If caucuses are provided for, the town clerk shall publish once
in a newspaper having general circulation within the county at
least ten days prior to the date thereof, a notice of any caucus. If
there be no such newspaper, notice shall be posted ten days prior
to date of the caucus, at the three most prominent places in town.
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If declarations of candidacy are provided for, they shall be filed
with the town clerk not more than sixty nor less than forty-six
days prior to the election, and shall be accompanied by a filing fee
equal to one percent of the annual salary of the office: Provided,
That no filing fee shall be charged in the event that the office
sought is without salary.

Declarations of candidacy shall substantially conform to the
form set forth in RCW 29.18.030. Any candidate may withdraw his
declaration at any time to and including the first Friday after the
last day allowed for filing declarations of candidacy.

If, by law, the county auditor, as ex officio supervisor of elections,
has jurisdiction over such town election, the town clerk shall at
least thirty-five days prior thereto, submit to him a certified list of
candidates.

Chapter 29.27
CERTIFICATES AND NOTICES

29.27.010 Certifying list of offices for consolidated elections in
counties. The governing board of every city, town or district subject
to RCW 28.13.010, 29.13.020 or 29.13.030, shall certify to the county
auditor as ex officio county supervisor of elections a list of the
offices to be filled at an election at least forty-five days before the
date of election.

29.27.020 Certifying candidates before primary by secretary of
state. At least thirty-five days before any September primary the
secretary of state shall transmit to each county auditor a certified
list of the candidates for office to be voted for in each county as
represented by the declarations of candidacy and nomination papers
filed in his office. The certificate shall set forth the name of each
candidate, his post office address, the office for which he is a candi-
date and his party designation.

29.27.030 Notice of primary election. Not more than ten nor
less than three days prior to the primary election the county auditor
shall publish notice of such primary in one or more newspapers
of general circulation within the county. Said notice shall contain
the proper party designations, the names and addresses of all
persons who have filed a declaration of candidacy to be voted upon
at that primary election, the hours during which the polls will be
open, and that the election will be held in the regular polling place
in each precinct, giving the address of each polling place: Provided,
That the names of all candidates for nonpartisan offices shall be
published separately with designation of the offices for which they
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are candidates but without party designation. This shall be the only
notice required for the holding of any primary election.

29.27.040 Filing list of nominees—Fourth class towns. Clerks of
fourth class towns shall certify and file a list of nominees with the
county auditor not less than thirty-five days before the election.

29.27.045 Proclamation of offices to be filled at general election.
It shall be the duty of the governor, at least sixty days before any
general election, to issue his proclamation, designating the offices
to be filled by the state at large at such election, and to transmit
a copy thereof to the county auditor of each county.

29.27.050 Certification of nominees by secretary of state. As soon
as possible but in any event no later than the fourth Tuesday after
any primary election, the secretary of state shall certify to the
county auditor of each county within which any of the electors
may by law vote for candidates for such office, the name and place
of residence of each person nominated for such office, as specified
in the certificates of nomination filed with the secretary of state.

29.27.060 Certification of measures generally—Ballot titles.
When a proposed constitution or constitutional amendment or other
question is to be submitted to the people of the state for state-wide
popular vote, the attorney general shall prepare a concise statement
not exceeding seventy-five words containing the essential features
thereof expressed in such a manner as to clearly identify the propo-
sition to be voted upon.

Questions to be submitted to the people of a county or munici-
pality shall also be advertised as provided for nominees for office,
and in such cases there shall also be printed on the ballot a concise
statement not exceeding seventy-five words containing the essen-
tial features thereof expressed in such a manner as to clearly
identify the proposition to be voted upon, which statment shall be
prepared by the city attorney for the city, and by the prosecuting
attorney for the county or any other political subdivision of the
state, other than cities, situated in the county.

In addition to such a statement, the official preparing the state-
ment, whether the attorney general, city attorney, or prosecuting
attorney, as the case may be, shall also prepare a caption, not to
exceed five words in length, to permit the voters readily to identify
the proposition and distinguish it from other propositions on the
ballot. This caption shall be placed on the ballot immediately before
the statement, and shall be printed in heavy black type in such a
manner as to be readable at a glance. The caption and statement
together shall constitute the ballot title. The secretary of state shall
certify to the county auditors the ballot title for a proposed consti-

[ 823 ]



CH.9.] SESSION LAWS, 1965.

tution, constitutional amendment or other state-wide question at
the same time and in the same manner as the ballot titles to initia-
tives and referendums.

29.27.065 Notice of ballot title to persons proposing measure.
Upon the filing of a ballot title as defined in RCW 29.27.060, the sec-
retary of state, in event it is a state question, or the county auditor
in the event it is a county or other local question, shall forthwith
notify the persons proposing the measure of the exact language
of the ballot title.

29.27.067 Ballot title—Appeal to superior court. If the persons
filing any state or local question covered by RCW 29.27.060 are
dissatisfied with the ballot title formulated by the attorney general,
city attorney, or prosecuting attorney preparing the same, they
may at any time within ten days from the time of the filing of the
ballot title appeal to the superior court of Thurston county if it is
a state-wide question, or to the superior court of the county where
the question is to appear on the ballot, if it is a county or local
question, by petition setting forth the measure, the ballot title
objected to, their objections to the ballot title and praying for
amendment thereof. The time of the filing of the ballot title, as used
‘herein in determining the time for appeal, is the time the ballot
title is first filed with the secretary of state, if concerning a state-
wide question, or the county auditor, if a local question, the secre-
tary of state or the county officer being herein called the “filing
officer.”

A copy of the petition on appeal together with a notice that an
appeal has been taken shall be served upon the filing officer and the
official preparing the ballot title. Upon the filing of the petition
on appeal, the court shall forthwith, or at the time to which a hear-
ing may be adjourned by consent of the appellants, examine the
proposed measure, the ballot title filed and the objections thereto
and may hear arguments thereon, and shall as soon as possible
render its decision and certify to and file with the filing officer
such ballot title as it determines will meet the requirements of
this chapter. The decision of the superior court shall be final, and
the title so certified shall be the established ballot title. Such appeal
shall be heard without cost to either party.

29.27.072 Notice of constitutional amendments—Publication in
newspapers and on radio and television. The secretary of state shall
cause notice of the constitutional amendments that are to be submit-
ted to the people to be published at least four times during the four
weeks next preceding the election in every legal newspaper in
the state and shall supplement publication thereof by radio and
television broadcast as provided in RCW 65.16.130, 65.16.140, and
$5.16.150. C
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29.27.074 ———Contents. The notice provided for in RCW
29.27.072 shall set forth the following information:

(1) The legal identification of the constitutional amendment.

(2) The official ballot title of the constitutional amendment.

(3) A brief statement explaining the constitutional provision
as it presently exists.

(4) A brief statement explaining the effect of the proposed con-
stitutional amendment should it be approved.

(5) The total number of votes cast for and against the measure in
both the state senate and house of representatives.

29.27.076 ————Attorney general to prepare explanatory state-
ment for notice, judicial appeal. The attorney general shall, by the
first day of July preceding each general election, prepare the ex-
planatory statements required in RCW 29.27.074. Such statements
shall be prepared in clear and concise language and shall avoid
the use of legal and other technical terms insofar as possible. Any
person dissatisfied with the explanatory statement so prepared may
at any time within ten days from the filing thereof in the office
of the secretary of state appeal to the superior court of Thurston
county by petition setting forth the constitutional amendment, the
explanatory statement prepared by the attorney general, and his
objection thereto and praying for the amendment thereof. A copy
of the petition and a notice of such appeal shall be served on the
secretary of state and the attorney general. The court shall, upon
filing of the petition, examine the constitutional amendment, the
explanatory statement, and the objections thereto and may hear
argument thereon and shall, as soon as possible, render its decision
and certify to and file with the secretary of state such explanatory
statement as it determines will meet the requirements of RCW
29.27.072 through 29.27.076. The decision of the superior court shall
be final and its explanatory statement shall be the established ex-
planatory statement. Such appeal shall be heard without costs to
either party.

29.27.080 Notice of election—Certification of measures. Notice
for any state, county, district, or municipal election, whether special
or general, shall be given by at least one publication not more than
ten nor less than three days prior to the election by the county
auditor or the officer conducting the election as the case may be,
in one or more newspapers of general circulation within the county.
Said legal notice shall contain the title of each office under the
proper party designation, the names and addresses of all officers
who have been nominated for an office to be voted upon at that
election, together with the ballot titles of all measures, the hours
during which the polls will be open, and that the election will be
held in the regular polling places in each precinct, giving the address
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of each polling place: Provided, That the names of all candidates
for nonpartisan offices shall be published separately with designa-
tion of the offices for which they are candidates but without party
designation. This shall be the only notice required for a state, county,
district or municipal general or special election and shall supersede
the provisions of any and all other statutes, whether general or
special in nature, having different requirements for the giving of
notice of any general or special elections.

29.27.090 Preservation of nominating certificates. The secretary
of state, county auditor of each county, and clerks of the several
municipal corporations shall preserve all certificates of nomination
filed in their respective offices for six months. All certificates shall
be open to public inspection under proper regulations made by the
officer with whom they are filed.

29.27.100 Certificates of election to officers elected in county or
lesser constituency. Immediately after the ascertainment of the re-
sult of an election for an office to be filled by the voters of a single
county, or of a precinct, or of a constituency within a county for
which he serves as supervisor of elections, the county auditor shall

notify the person elected, and upon his demand issue to him a
certificate of his election.

29.27.110 Certificates of election to other officers. Except as pro-
vided in the state Constitution, the governor shall issue certificates
of election to those elected as senator or representative in the con-
gress of the United States and to state offices. The secretary of state
shall issue certificates of election to those elected to the office of
judge of the superior court in judicial districts comprising more
than one county and to those elected to either branch of the state
legislature in legislative districts comprising more than one county.

29.27.120 Certificate not withheld for informality in returns.
No certificate shall be withheld on account of any defect or infor-
mality in the returns of any election, if it can with reasonable
certainty be ascertained from such return what office is intended,
and who is entitled to such certificate, nor shall any commission be
withheld by the governor on account of any defect or informality
of any return made to the office of the secretary of state.

Chapter 29.30
BALLOTS

29.30.010 Primary ballots—General form. Every primary ballot
shall be uniform in color and size, shall be white and printed in
black ink. Across the head of each ballot shall be printed in plain,
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black type, first, the words, ‘“Primary Election Ballot,” and below
that, the county, in which the ballot is to be used. Then shall follow
the words “To vote for a person mark a cross in the first square at
the right of the name of the person for whom you desire to vote.”
Beginning at the top of the left hand column, at the left of the line,
in black type, shall appear the name of the position for which the
names following are candidates, and to the extreme right of the
same line the words, “Vote for,” then the words “One,” “Two,” or
a spelled number designating how many persons under that head
are to be voted for. Following this shall come the names of all candi-
dates for that position inclosed in a light faced rule, each followed
by the name of the political party, if any, with which the candidate
desires to affiliate, with a square to the right, said square being
separated by a heavy black face rule, the parallel rules containing
the names and squares to be one-sixth of an inch apart. Each posi-
tion with the names running for that office, shall be separated from
the following one by a black face rule. There shall be no printing
upon the back of the ballots nor any mark thereon to distinguish
them.

29.30.020 Primary ballots—Arrangement of pesitions. The posi-
tions on a primary ballot shall be arranged substantially as follows:
First, United States senator; next, congressional; next, judges of
supreme court; next, judges of superior court; next, other state
officers; next, legislative; next, county officers; next, precinct offi-
cers; next, justice of the peace; next, precinct committeemen. There
shall be a blank space left following the list of names of candidates
for each office for writing in the name of a candidate, if desired.

29.30.030 Primary ballots—Suggested model. The form of pri-
mary ballots shall be substantially as follows:
(FORM OF BALLOT)

PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
County

To vote for a person make a cross in the square to the RIGHT
of the name of the person for whom you desire to vote.

UNITED STATES SENATOR Vote for One
ADAMS, FRANK C. Democrat {7
HADDOCK, R. A. Republican [
JOHNSON, OSCAR F. Republican []

(and so on with the other officers in order.)
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Where voting machines are legally used in any county, city, or
other municipality, the ballot arrangement of candidates to be
voted on at the primary shall be substantially in form with that
heretofore set forth in this section, but may be varied so as to carry
out the purposes required by use of voting machines.

29.30.040 Primary ballots—Rotating names of candidates. The
names of candidates for each office upon primary ballots under the
heading designating each official position upon the ballots to be
used in voting, shall be first arranged in the order in which their
declarations of candidacy were filed. In printing each set of ballots
for the several counties, the positions of the names of candidates
shall be changed in each office division as many times as there are
candidates in the office division in which there are the most names.
As nearly as possible an equal number of ballots shall be printed
after each change. In making the changes of position, the printer
shall take the line of type at the head of each office division and
place it at the bottom of the division and shove up the column so
that the name that before was second, shall be first, after the change.
After the ballots are printed they shall be kept in separate piles,
one pile for each change of position, and shall then be gathered by
taking one from each pile; the intention being that every other
ballot at the polls shall have the names in a different position.

29.30.050 Primary ballots—Numbering. After the ballots have
been gathered as provided in RCW 29.30.040, they shall be numbered
consecutively, said numbering to be perforated and torn off by
the election officers on the voting of the ballot.

29.30.060 Primary ballots—Samples. On the fifteenth day before
a primary election, the county auditor shall prepare at once a
sample ballot which he shall post in a conspicuous place in his
office for public inspection. Sample ballots shall be substantially
in the same form as the official ballots but upon colored paper and
the names of the candidates for each office shall be arranged thereon
in the order in which their declarations of candidacy were filed
and need not be alternated.

29.30.075 Primary ballots for absentee voters, date prepared. At
least twenty-five days before any primary, each county auditor shall
have prepared sufficient ballots for use by absentee voters.

29.30.080 General election ballots—Form. All general election
ballots prepared under the provisions of this title shall conform to
the following requirements:

(1) Shall be of white and a good quality of paper, and the names
shall be printed thereon in black ink.
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(2) Every ballot shall contain the name of every candidate
whose nomination for any office specified in the ballot has been
filed according to the provisions of this title and no other names.

(3) All nominations of any party or group of petitioners shall
be placed under the title of such party of petitioners as designated
by them in their certificate of nomination or petition, and the name
of each nominee shall be placed under the designation of the office
for which he has been nominated.

(4) There shall be a ] at the right of the name of each of its
nominees so that a voter may clearly indicate the candidate or the
candidates for whom he wishes to cast his ballot. The square shall
be one-fourth of an inch. The size of type for the designation of the
office shall be nonpareil caps; that of the candidates not smaller
than brevier or larger than small pica caps and shall be connected
with squares by leaders.

(5) The list of candidates of the party whose candidate for pres-
ident of the United States received the highest number of votes
from the electors of this state in the preceding presidential election
shall be placed in the first column of the left hand side of the ballot,
the party whose candidates for presidential electors or candidates
received the next highest number of votes from the electors of this
state in the preceding presidential election the second column and
of other parties in the order in which certificates of nomination
have been filed.

(6) No candidate’s name shall appear more than once upon the
ballot: Provided, That any candidate who has been nominated by
two or more political parties may, upon a written notice filed with
the county auditor at least twenty days before the election is to be
held, designate the political party under whose title he desires to
have his name placed.

(7) Under the designation of the office if more than one candi-
date is to be voted for there shall be indicated the number of candi-
dates to such office to be voted for at such election. In such cases
the names of the candidates of the various parties for that office
shall be staggered so that the names of no two candidates for that
office shall appear opposite each other upon the same line in ad-
jacent party columns.

(8) Upon each official ballot a perforated line one-half inch
from the left hand edge of said ballot shall extend from the top of
said ballot towards the bottom of the same two inches thence to
the left hand edge of the ballot and upon the space thus formed
there shall be no printing except the number of such ballot which
shall be upon the back of such space in such position that it shall
appear on the outside when the ballot is folded. The county auditor
shall cause official ballots to be numbered consecutively beginning
with number one, for each separate voting precinct.
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(9) Official ballots for a given precinct shall not contain the
names of nominees for justices of the peace and constables of any
other precinct except in cases of municipalities where a number
of precincts vote for the same nominee for justices of the peace and
constables and in the latter case the ballots shall contain only the
names to be voted for by the electors of such precinct. Each party
column shall be two and five-eighths inches wide.

(10) If the election is in a year in which a president of the
United States is to be elected, in spaces separated from the balance
of the party tickets by a heavy black line, shall be the names and
spaces for voting for candidates for president and vice president. The
names of candidates for president and vice president for each
political party shall be grouped together, each group enclosed in
brackets with one three-eighths inch square to the right in which
the voter indicates his choice.

(11) On the top of each of said ballots and extending across the
party groups, there shall be printed instructions directing the voters
how to mark the ballot before the same shall be deposited with the
judges of election. Next after the instructions and before the party
group shall be placed the questions of adopting constitutional
amendments or any other question authorized by law to be sub-
mitted to the voters of such election. The arrangement of the ballot
shall in general conform as nearly as possible to the form hereinafter
given.

Instructions: If you desire to vote for any candidate, place X in
[] at the right of the name of such candidate.

(Here place any state or local questions to be voted on.)

REPUBLICAN
PARTY

DEMOCRATIC
PARTY

OTHER PARTY

PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT

BENJAMIN F. HARRISON. }I:l

LEVI P. MORTON .........

PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT
GROVER CLEVELAND.... }D

UNITED STATES

UNITED STATES

SENATOR SENATOR
WATSON C. SQUIRE........ C. W. GRIGGS.........cvunnt D
GOVERNOR GOVERNOR
ELISHA P. FERRY........... EUGENE SEMPLE ........... D
LIEUTENANT LIEUTENANT
GOVERNOR GOVERNOR
CHAS. E. LAUGHTON....... L. H. PLATTER.............. D
SECRETARY SECRETARY
OF STATE OF STATE
ALLEN WEIR ..........o0ntu W. H. WHITTLESEY......... O
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE
District No. 20
Vote for three only
ANDREW ANDERSON....... O JANE DOE.......... O
JOHN DOE......cvvvvvevrnnnn O
JOHN BROWN......ccvneusen m] B. H. KILROY....... O
RICHARD ROE.............. O
HENRY SMITH .............. O TILLY OLSON ...... O
WM. WILLIAMS ............. m]
County County County
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner
First District First District First District

(Names of other candidates should follow on the ballot in same
form.)

29.30.090 General election ballots—Size—Uniformity. The bal-
lots shall be eight inches in width and of such length as shall be
necessary to print the names of all the candidates entitled to appear
thereon. All of the official ballots shall be of the same size for each
and every precinct, and shall not vary one-eighth of an inch in
breadth from the above specification. No ballot shall bear any
impression, device, color, or thing designated to distinguish such
ballot from other legal ballots, or whereby the same may be known
or designated.

29.30.100 General election ballots—What names to appear. The
names of the persons certified as the nominees resulting from a
primary election by the state canvassing board or the county can-
vassing board shall be printed on the official ballot prepared for
the ensuing election.

No name of any candidate whose nomination at a primary is
required by law shall be placed upon the ballot unless it appears
upon the certificate of either (1) the state canvassing board, or (2)
the county canvassing board, or (3) a minor party convention, or (4)
of the state or county central committee of a major political party
to fill a vacancy on its ticket occasioned by any cause on account of
which it is lawfully authorized so to do.

29.30.110 Nominee at primary precluded from being candidate
of another party at general. No person who has offered himself as
a candidate for the nomination of one party at the primary shall
have his name printed on the ballot of the succeeding general elec-
tion as the candidate of another political party.
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29.30.130 Expense of printing and distributing ballots. The print-
ing of ballots and cards of instruction for electors and the delivery
of the same to election officers shall be a charge against the county,
city, town or other political subdivision by or for which the election
is held.

Chapter 29.33
VOTING MACHINES

29.33.010 Definitions. The following words used in this chapter
have the meaning given them in this section:

(1) “Ballot label” means the paper containing the names of
offices and candidates and the statements of propositions to be
voted upon;

(2) “Candidate counters” and “question counters” mean the
counters on which are registered the votes cast for candidates and
on questions respectively;

(3) “Public counter” means a. counter or other device, which
shall at all times publicly indicate how many times the machine
has been voted on at an election; _

(4) “Protective counter” or “protective devices” means a coun-
ter or device that will register each time the machine is operated and
shall be so constructed, and so connected that it cannot be reset,
altered or operated, except by operating the machine;

(5) “Diagram” means illustration of a voting machine complete
with ballot labels prepared for a particular election or primary;

(6) “Irregular ballot” means a ballot cast by means of a voting
machine by the use of a label which is a ballot label with no printing
thereon; :

(7) “Statement of canvass” means a statement in book form of
the votes cast upon a voting machine together with suitable certifi-
cates of correctness or, if the voting machine is equipped with
printed election returns mechanism, the printed returns therefrom,
together with suitable certificates thereon;

(8) “Vote indicator” means the lever over each ballot label;

(9) “Voting machine booth” means the inclosure occupied by a
voter while operating a voting machine;

(10) “Printed election returns” means the papers, original and
duplicates, which are produced by the voting machine after the
close of the polls and which have imprinted and inscribed thereon
the complete record of votes cast in the election in the precincts
where voting machines equipped with printed election returns
mechanism are used.
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29.33.015 Election defined. “Election” when used in this chapter
shall include primaries, general and special elections except where
the context indicates otherwise.

29.33.020 Authority for use—Applicability of statutes, city char-
ters and ordinances. At all elections, ballots or votes may be cast,
registered, recorded and counted by means of voting machines.
The provisions of all statutes, charters and ordinances relating to
elections and primaries shall apply to the use of voting machines in
so far as they are consistent with the provisions of this chapter;
in so far as they are inconsistent, they shall be of no force and effect
in precincts where voting machines are used.

29.33.030 State voting machine committee—Members. The sec-
retary of state, the state superintendent of public instruction and
the insurance commissioner, ex officio, shall constitute the state
voting machine committee.

29.33.040 State voting machine committee—General duties. The
state voting machine committee shall examine all voting machines
submitted to it and determine whether they conform to the statu-
tory requirements and can be safely used by voters.

29.33.050 State voting machine committee—Submitting ma-
chines to. Any owner of a voting machine or any person or corpora-
tion interested therein may submit it to the state voting machine
committee for examination and the committee must publicly exam-
ine and report upon the machine so submitted.

29.33.060 State voting machine committee—Employees author-
ized. The voting machine committee may employ not more than
three expert machinists to assist it in examining machines. The
machinists shall receive not more than ten dollars per day to be
paid by the person or corporation who submits the machine for
examination.

29.33.070 State voting machine committee—Reports on ma-
chines. Within thirty days after completing the examination of a
voting machine, the voting machine committee shall make and
file with the secretary of state its report thereon together with such
description, drawings, and photographs as will clearly identify the
machine examined and the mechanical operation thereof.

29.33.080 Reports on machines—Transmittal to local govern-
mental units. Within ten days after receiving a report on a voting
machine from the state voting machine committee, the secretary
of state shall send a copy thereof to the board of county commis-
sioners of each county, and to the governing body of every city,
town, and district within the state. Only voting machines which have
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the approval of the state voting machine committee may be used
for conducting any election, but any change or improvement thereon
that does not impair its accuracy, efficiency, or capacity may be made
without the necessity of a reexamination or reapproval.

29.33.090 Requirements of voting machines for approval. No
voting machine shall be approved by the state voting machine
committee unless it is constructed so as to fulfill the following
requirements:

(1) It shall secure to the voter secrecy in the act of voting;

(2) It shall provide facilities for voting for the candidates of
as many political parties or organizations as may make nominations,
and for or against as many measures as may be submitted;

(3) Except at primary elections the voting devices for the can-
didates shall be arranged in separate parallel party lines, one or
more lines for each party and in parallel office rows transverse
thereto;

(4) It shall permit the voter to vote for any person for any
office that he shall have the right to vote for but none other;

(5) It shall permit the voter to vote for all the candidates of one
party or in part for the candidates of one party and in part for
the candidates of one or more other parties;

(6) It shall permit the voter to vote for as many persons for
an office as he is lawfully entitled to vote for but no more;

(7) It shall prevent the voter from voting for the same person
more than once for the same office;

(8) It shall permit the voter to vote for or against any measure
he may have the right to vote on but none other;

(9) It shall correctly register or record all votes cast for any
and all persons and for or against any and all measures;

(10) It shall be provided with a lock or locks by which all
operation of the registering mechanism can be prevented as soon
as the polls of the election are closed,

(11) It shall be provided with a protective counter whereby
any operating or tampering with the machine before or after the
election will be detected;

(12) It shall be provided with a counter which will show at all
times during an election how many persons have voted;

(13) It shall be provided with a mechanical model, illustrating
the manner of voting on the machine suitable for the instruction
of voters;

(14) It shall be provided with one device for each party for
voting for the presidential and vice presidential candidates of said
party in the years in which said officers are elected.
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29.33.100 Purchase of machines—Authority for. The governing
body of any public corporation may adopt and provide for the use
of voting machines approved by the state voting machine committtee
in any or all of the election precincts thereof.

29.33.110 Purchase of machines—Joint use and purchase author-
ized. In purchasing voting machines, the board of county commis-
sioners of a county, and the governing body of one or more of the
public corporations therein may enter into an agreement to provide
for the joint purchase and subsequent ownership thereof and for
the care, maintenance and use of the same.

29.33.120 Purchase of machines—Manner of payment. The gov-
erning body of a public corporation for the purpose of paying for
voting machines may provide for the payment thereof in such man-
ner as it may deem for its best interest, may issue or sell at not
less than par negotiable obligations bearing interest at a rate not
to exceed five percent per annum and may make their payment
a charge upon the corporation or may pay for the same in cash
out of its general or current expense fund or otherwise; and may
contract for the purchase of such machines with regard to price,
manner of purchase and time of payment as to it shall seem proper,
and in estimating the amount of taxes for the general or current
expense fund, if any, such amount shall be added, extending over
such time as may be required to pay for such machines.

29.33.130 Custodians. The county auditor of a county, the city
clerk, or proper officer of a district, in which voting machines are
to be used shall cause them to be properly prepared therefor; and
for that purpose shall employ for such time as is necessary one or
more competent persons who shall be election officers known as
the voting machine custodians. Voting machine custodians shall be
sworn to perform their duties honestly and faithfully, and shall be
paid for the time actually spent in the discharge of their duties.
One custodian shall be employed for each twenty machines; if more
than one is employed they shall be selected from the political par-
ties entitled to representation on a board of election officers.

29.33.140 Chief custodian. The county auditor of a county, the
clerk of a city or district, having two hundred voting machines or
more, shall appoint a permanent employee who shall be a com-
petent mechanic. He shall be known as the chief custodian of
voting machines, shall be sworn to perform his duties honestly
and faithfully, and shall furnish a corporate surety bond in the
sum of five thousand dollars for the honest and faithful performance
of his duties. His salary shall be set by the board of county commis-
sioners, paid out of the current expense fund of the county or the
general fund of the city or district, as the case may be.
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The chief custodian of voting machines shall supervise the work
of all other voting machine custodians, and shall instruct and
supervise them and have general charge of the preparation and
approval of voting machines for elections.

He shall also have charge of the instruction schools for election
officials, and of the procuring and rental of all polling places in
precincts where voting machines are to be used. He shall have
continuous charge of the maintenance, upkeep and care of the
voting machines in his jurisdiction.

29.33.150 Preparation of machine for use. In preparing a voting
machine for an election, the custodian shall arrange the machine
and labels therefor according to the printed directions furnished
by the auditor or clerk so that it will in every particular meet the
requirements for voting and counting at such elections, thoroughly
test same, and certify thereto to the said auditor or clerk. A voting
machine may be so arranged for an election that the names of
candidates nominated independently may be placed in the same
party row with those nominated by a major political party, if such
placing does not prevent such independently nominated candidates
from being voted for individually. It may also be so arranged that
candidates nominated independently, or by political organizations
which nominated but one candidate, are placed in the same party
row and voted for individually; in which event the party voting
device of the party row shall be locked against movement, and the
political designation of each candidate shall be printed upon the
ballot labels in connection with his name. The auditor or clerk
shall direct the arrangement of all ballot labels on a voting machine
in case of nonpartisan primaries and elections in cities of the first
class operating under freeholders’ charters, so that the arrangement
of the names of candidates shall conform as nearly as practicable
to the provisions for the arrangement of names on paper ballots. In
all other cases of nonpartisan primaries and elections, and in all
cases of party primaries and elections, the arrangement of names
of candidates upon the ballot labels shall conform as nearly as
practicable to the statutory provisions for the arrangement of names
on paper ballots.

After being prepared for a primary or an election, each machine
shall be examined by the auditor or clerk, and if it was prepared in
accordance with law for use thereat, he shall file a certificate
thereof in his office. The custodian shall cause all voting machines
to be delivered to the polling places in charge of an authorized
official who shall certify to their delivery in good order on the
certificate furnished therefor. After such delivery the auditor or
clerk shall provide proper protection therefor. The custodian shall
provide a lantern or proper light for every machine, which light
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shall be in good order and give sufficient light to enable voters
while in the booth to read the ballot labels, and suitable for use by
the election officers in examining the counters.

29.33.160 General provisions for use. General provisions with
reference to use of voting machines are:

(1) The list of offices and candidates and the statements of
measures when properly arranged and affixed by ballot labels to
a voting machine shall be deemed an official ballot.

(2) A “diagram” as in this chapter defined shall be deemed
a sample ballot.

(3) The protective counter on a voting machine must be so
constructed that it cannot be reset, altered, or operated except by
operating the machine in the manner it is operated when actually
voting.

(4) Statements of canvass take the place of tally-keepers, state-
ments, and returns provided for in connection with voting in
precincts where voting machines are not used.

(5) Not later than forty days before any primary or election, for
the purpose of using one or more voting machines therein, the
election authority may create, unite, combine or divide election
precincts. More than one voting machine may be used in the same
precinct. There shall be at least one machine in each precinct:
Provided, That where precincts have been combined under the pro-
visions of this chapter, there shall be used at such combined polling
place a number of voting machines no less than the number of pre-
cincts so combined.

(6) No voting machine shall be used at any election unless each
party voting device thereon is locked against movement, and the
machine has been prepared in such a way that the voter cannot
by a single operation vote for all the candidates of one party.

29.33.170 Exhibiting specimen machines. Before each election at
which voting machines are to be used the custodian shall place on
public exhibition a suitable number of machines for the proper
instruction of voters. Such machines shall be so arranged and so
equipped with ballot labels as to best illustrate the method of voting
at that election, and so far as practical shall contain the names
of the offices to be filled, the names of the candidates to be voted
for, together with their proper party designations, in case of party
elections, and statements of the measures to be voted on.

29.33.180 Publication of diagrams. Not more than ten nor less
than three days before each election at which voting machines
are to be used the board or officer charged with the duty of provid-
ing ballots shall publish in newspapers representing at least two
political parties a diagram of reduced size showing the face of the
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voting machine after the official ballot labels are arranged thereon,
together with illustrated instructions how to vote and a statement of
the locations of voting machines which are on public exhibition.
In lieu of publication thereof, the board or officer may send by mail
or otherwise at least three days before the elections a printed copy
of the diagram to each registered voter.

29.33.190 Printed matter and supplies. The board or officer
charged with the duty of providing ballots shall provide for each
voting machine for each election the following printed matter and
supplies:

(1) Suitable printed or written directions to the custodian for
testing and preparing the voting machines for the election;

(2) One certificate on which the custodian can certify that he
has properly tested and prepared the voting machine for the elec-
tion;

(3) One certificate on which some person other than the cus-
todian can certify that the voting machine has been examined and
found to have been properly prepared for the election;

(4) One certificate on which the party representatives can cer-
tify that they have witnessed the testing and preparation of the
machines;

(5) One certificate on which the deliverer of the machines can
certify that he has delivered the machines to the polling places in
good order;

(6) One card stating the penalty for tampering with or injuring
a voting machine;

(7) Two seals for sealing a voting machine;

(8) One envelope in which the keys to the voting machine can
be sealed and delivered to the election officers, said envelope to
have printed or written thereon the designation and location of the
election precinct in which the machine is to be used, the number
of the machine, the number shown on the protective counter thereof
after the machine has been prepared for the election and the number
or other designation on such seal as the machine is sealed with;
said envelope to have attached to it a detachable receipt for the
delivery of the keys to the voting machine to the inspector of elec-
tion;

(9) One envelope in which the keys to the voting machine can
be returned by the inspector of election;

(10) One card stating the name and telephone address of the
custodian on the day of election;

(11) One statement of canvass on which the election officers
can report the canvass of the votes as shown on the voting machine
together with other necessary information relating to the election;

(12) Two diagrams;
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(13) Five suitable printed instructions to the inspector of elec-
tion;

(14) Three notices to inspectors and judges of election to attend
the instruction meetings;

(15) Three certificates that the inspector and judges of an elec-
tion have attended the instruction meeting, have received the neces-
sary instruction, and are qualified to conduct the election with the
machine;

(16) A sufficient number of paper ballots or extra diagrams
for use in case it shall be impossible to make use of the voting ma-
chine in any such precinct or precincts;

(17) Three complete sets of the ballot labels; the ballot labels
shall be printed in black ink on clear white material of such size
and arrangements as to suit the construction of the machine. The
titles of the offices on the ballot labels shall be printed in type as
large as the space for such office will reasonably permit, and where
more than one candidate can be voted for an office, there shall be
printed below the office title the words “vote for any two,” or such
number as the voter is lawfully entitled to vote for out of the
whole number of candidates nominated.

The ballot labels for measures may contain a condensed state-
ment of each measure to be voted on, accompanied by the words
“Yes” and “No.”

29.33.200 Samples of printed matter provided for first elections.
Within a proper and reasonable time before the first election at
which voting machines are used, the secretary of state shall prepare
samples of the printed matter and supplies to be used in connec-
tion with voting by voting machines. The samples must meet the
requirements and suit the construction of the machine to be used.
One sample of each piece of material must be furnished to the board
or officer in charge of the election in each public corporation in
which voting machines are to be used.

29.33.210 Precinct officers—Variation in number and character.
If more than one machine is to be used in a precinct, one additional
inspector of election shall be appointed for each additional machine.
In any voting precinct where the number of registered voters is
less than one hundred the election board may consist of one
inspector, one judge and one clerk.

29.33.220 Precinct officers—Instruction in use of machines. Be-
fore each election at which voting machines are to be used, the
custodian shall instruct all inspectors and judges of election who
are to serve thereat in the use of the machine and their duties in
connection therewith. He shall give to each inspector and judge who
has received instruction and is fully qualified to conduct the elec-
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tion with a machine a certificate to that effect. For the purpose of
instruction, the custodian shall call such meetings of the inspectors
and judges as may be necessary. Every inspector and judge shall at-
tend the meetings and receive instruction in the proper conduct of
the election with a machine. As compensation for the time spent in
receiving instruction each inspector and judge who qualifies and
serves in the election shall receive the sum of two dollars to be
paid to him at the same time and in the same manner as compensa-
tion is paid him for his services on election day. No inspector or
judge of election shall serve in any election at which a voting
machine is used unless he has received the required instruction
and is fully qualified to perform his duties in connection with the
machine and has received a certificate to that effect from the cus-
todian of the machines: Prowvided, That this shall not prevent the
appointment of an inspector, or judge of election to fill a vacancy
in an emergency.

29.33.230 Machines kept locked after election—Exceptions. Ex-
cept for reopening to make a recanvass, the registering mechanism
of each machine used in any primary or election shall remain locked
and sealed against operation for thirty days following any state
or county primary or election and for eight days following any
primary or election held by a city or other constituency not greater
than a county.

Chapter 29.36
ABSENTEE VOTING

29.36.010 When permissible—Application. Any duly registered
voter may vote an absentee ballot for any primary or election in
the manner provided in this chapter providing that one of the
following conditions is applicable:

(1) The voter expects to be absent from his precinet during the
polling hours on the day of the primary or election; or

(2) The voter is unable to appear in person at his polling place
to cast a ballot because of illness or physical disability; or

(3) The voter, because of his religious tenets, cannot with clear
conscience cast his ballot on the day of the primary or election.

A voter desiring to cast an absentee ballot must apply in writing
to his county auditor or city clerk (if he lives in a city or town)
no earlier than forty-five days nor later than the day prior to any
election or primary.

Such application must contain the voter’s signature and may be
made in person or by mail or messenger. If by mail or messenger,
the registrar must honor a written application in any form if it
states that the applicant cannot vote in person for any one of the
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three reasons enumerated in this section: Provided, That no appli-
cation for an absentee ballot shall be approved unless the voter’s
signature upon the certificate or application compares favorably
with the voter’s signature upon his permanent registration record.

29.36.020 Certificates. The certificate to be issued by a county
or city registrar honoring a request for an absentee ballot shall
state that:

(1) The registrar can identify the applicant by his signature;

(2) The applicant is a voter, registered and qualified to vote,
giving the county or city or town and precinct in which he is quali-
fied to vote and also his place of residence;

(3) The applicant has affixed his signature to the certificate in
the place provided therefor in the presence of the registrar; or the
registrar has identified the applicant from the signature on his
written application.

The certificate must be made in duplicate. If the voter is mak-
ing his application in person, he shall sign both copies of said cer-
tificate. If the voter is making application by mail, the original
certificate shall be affixed to his application.

All original certificates, together with applications affixed thereto,
must be delivered to the officer having jurisdiction of the election,
or his duly authorized representative, before an absentee ballot
can be issued.

The duplicate certificate shall be securely attached to the appli-
cant’s permanent registration card until after the election.

29.36.030 Issuance of ballots and other materials — Envelopes.
Upon receipt of the certificate, either signed by the voter or attached
to the voter’s signed application, the officer having jurisdiction of
the election, or his duly authorized representative, shall issue an
absentee ballot for the election concerned.

In addition, if other elections, including special or general, are
also being held on the same day and it can be determined that the
absentee voter is qualified to vote at such elections, such additional
absentee ballots shall be automatically issued to the end that, when-
ever possible, each absentee voter receives the ballots for all elec-
tions he would have received if he had been able to vote in person.

The election officer, or his duly authorized representative, shall
include the following additional items when issuing an absentee
ballot:

(1) Instructions for voting.

(2) A size #9 envelope, capable of being sealed and free of any
identification marks, for the purpose of containing the voted absen-
tee ballot. ’ '
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(3) A size #10 envelope, capable of being sealed and pre-ad-
dressed to the issuing officer, for the purpose of returning the #9
envelope containing the marked absentee ballot.

Upon the left hand portion of the face of the larger envelope
shall also be printed a blank statement in the following form:

State of
ss.

County of

do solemnly swear under the
penalty as set forth in RCW 29.36. 110 (see below), that I am a resi-

dent of and qualified voter in precinct
of city in county, Wash-
ington; that I have the legal right to vote at the election to be held
in said precinct on the ... day of , 19 :

That I have not voted another ballot and have herein enclosed my
ballot for such election.
(signed)

Voter
Penalty provision: Any person who violates any of the provisions,
relating to swearing and voting, shall be guilty of a felony and shall
be punished by imprisonment for not more than five years or a
fine of not more than five thousand dollars, or by both such fine and
imprisonment.

29.36.035 Qualifications to delivery of ballot. The delivery of
an absentee ballot for any primary or election shall be subject to
the following qualifications:

(1) Only the voter, himself, or a member of his family may pick
up an absentee ballot at the office of the issuing officer.

(2) Except as noted in subsection (1) above, the issuing officer
shall mail the absentee ballot directly to each applicant.

(3) No absentee ballot shall be issued on the day of the primary
or election concerned.

29.36.040 Instructions for voting absentee ballot. Enclosed with
the ballot, small envelope and large envelope sent to the absent
voter shall be separate printed instructions which the absent voter
must observe as follows:

“Upon receipt of this ballot you must mark it and transmit it in
accordance with these instructions according to law:

(1) Having marked the ballot, fold it and enclose it in the smaller
envelope, sealing the envelope.

(2) Fill out and sign the statement on the larger envelope.

(3) Place the small envelope containing the ballot in the larger
one, seal that, attach sufficient first class postage and mail it so
that it will be postmarked the day of election or sooner or instead

[ 842 ]



SESSION LAWS, 1965. [CH. 9.

of mailing you may send it by any means which will enable it to
reach the county auditor or other issuing officer on or before elec-
tion day.”

29.36.050 Prohibition against voting in home precinet. No voter
to whose permanent registration card there is attached a duplicate
of an absentee voter’s certificate of registration for any election
shall be allowed to vote at such election in the precinct from which
he is registered.

29.36.060 How incoming absentee ballots are handled. The open-
ing, counting and canvassing of absentee ballots cast at any pri-
mary or election, special or general, may begin on the day after
such primary or election is held but must be completed on or
before the tenth day following the primary or election: Provided,
That when a state general election is held, the canvassing period
shall be extended to and including the fifteenth day following such
election.

This section shall supersede the provisions of any and all other
statutes, whether general or special in nature, having different dates
for counting and canvassing of absentee ballots.

The canvassing board or its duly authorized representatives shall
examine the postmark, receipt mark and statement on the outer
envelope containing the absentee ballot and verify that the voter’s
signature thereon is the same as that on the original application.
The board then shall open each outer envelope postmarked or
received (if not delivered by mail) not later than the primary or
election day and upon which the statement has been executed
according to law in such a way as not to mar the statement, and
remove therefrom the inner envelope containing the ballot.

The inner envelopes shall be initialed by the canvassing board
or its duly authorized representatives. The inner envelopes thus
initialed must be filed by the county auditor under lock and key.
The outer envelopes to which must be attached the corresponding
original absentee voters’ certificates shall be sealed securely in one
package and shall be kept by the auditor for future use in case any
question should arise as to the validity of the vote.

29.36.070 Canvassing absentee ballots. Upon the canvass of the
votes, if there are on file one or more absentee ballot inner envelopes,
the canvassing authority shall cause such envelopes to be opened
and the ballots to be grouped and counted without regard as to
precinct by legislative districts if the election is a state primary or
state election, special or general.

These ballots shall be made a part of the returns and handled
accordingly. .

[ 843 ]



CH.9.] SESSION LAWS, 1965.

29.36.075 Uncontested offices—Ballots not to be tabulated—Voter
credited with voting—Retention of uncounted ballots. Canvassing
boards of any primary or election, including a state primary or state
general election, shall not tabulate or record votes cast by absentee
ballots on any uncontested office.

Each voter casting an absentee ballot not counted as provided
in this section, nevertheless, shall be credited with voting on his
permanent voting history record. Further, such uncounted absentee
ballots shall be retained for the same length of time and in the
same manner as paper ballots cast in person as provided by RCW
29.54.070.

29.36.077 ————Counting of uncounted ballots on candidate’s
request. If the official canvass of any primary or election has been
completed and the statutory time has elapsed in which to file a
recount or contested election, should any candidate desire to have
such uncounted absentee ballots counted which were cast on
his position, such request shall be honored under the following
conditions:

(1) The request must be made in writing and filed within sixty
days following such primary or election with the officer who con-
ducted the election.

(2) The count of such absentee ballots is to be done informally
and at the convenience of the election officer concerned but in no
event shall the count be delayed more than sixty days from the
time the application is filed.

29.36.095 List of absentee voters. Precinct office not to appear
on ballot. After the completion of the canvass of the election returns
of any primary or election, the canvassing authority shall cause the
names of the persons casting absentee ballots to be listed alpha-
betically and by precincts, according to incorporated and unincor-
porated areas. Such lists of absentee voters shall be sent to the
appropriate registration officer who shall enter on the respective
voters registration record in the space provided for that purpose,
the month, day and year of the primary or election (for example
11/2/54): Provided, That no precinct office shall appear upon an
absentee ballot.

29.36.100 Challenges. The vote of any absent voter may be
challenged for any cause at the time the same is canvassed by the
canvassing board which shall have all the power and authority
given by law to officers of election to determine the legality of such
ballot.

29.36.110 Violations and penalty. Any person who violates any
of the provisions of this chapter, relating to swearing and voting,
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shall be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by imprisonment
for not more than five years or a fine of not more than five thousand
dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

Chapter 29.39
ABSENTEE SERVICE VOTERS

29.39.010 “Service voter,” “armed forces,” “members of the mer-

chant marine of the United States,” “dependent” defined. “Service
voter” means an elector who comes within any of the following
categories:

(1) Members of the armed forces while in the active service,
and their spouses and dependents.

(2) Members of the merchant marine of the United States, and
their spouses and dependents.

(3) Civilian employees of the United States in all categories
serving outside the territorial limits of the several states of the
United States and the District of Columbia and their spouses and
dependents when residing with or accompanying them, whether or
not the employee is subject to the civil service laws and the Classifi-
cation Act of 1949, and whether or not paid from funds appropri-
ated by the congress.

(4) Members of religious groups or welfare agencies assisting
members of the armed forces, who are officially attached to and
serving with the armed forces, and their spouses and dependents.

The term “armed forces” means the uniformed services as defined
in section 102 of the Career Compensation Act of 1949 (63 Stat. 804),
as amended.

The term “members of the merchant marine of the United
States” means persons (other than members of the armed forces)
employed as officers or members of crews of vessels documented
under the laws of the United States, and persons (other than mem-
bers of the armed forces) enrolled with the United States for em-
ployment, or for training for employment, or maintained by the
United States for emergency relief service, as officers or members
of crews of any such vessels; but does not include persons so em-
ployed, or enrolled for such employment or for training for such
employment, or maintained for such emergency relief service, on
the Great Lakes or the inland waterways.

The term “dependent” means any person who is in fact a
dependent.

29.39.020 “Primary,” “primary election” defined. “Primary” or
“primary election” means a method provided by statute for nominat-
ing candidates to office.
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29.39.030 “Election” defined. “Election” used alone means a
general election except where the context indicates that a special
election is meant or included. “Election” used without qualification
never means a primary. “Election” does not include a municipal
election.

29.39.040 “Date of mailing the ballot” defined. “Date of mailing
the ballot” means the date stated on the declaration on the larger
envelope and not the date of the postal cancellation thereon.

29.39.050 “Territorial limits of the United States” defined. “Ter-
ritorial limits of the United States” means the fifty states of the
United States and the District of Columbia.

29.39.060 Absentee voting under federal law to be valid. When-
ever by any statute of the United States, provision is made for
absentee voting, an application for an absent voter’s ballot made
under the provisions of that law may be given the same effect as an
application for an absent voter’s ballot made under this chapter.

29.39.070 Must coordinate with federal authority. All public
officers having duties to perform under this chapter shall coordinate
their efforts with the action of any federal authority now or here-
after established by act of congress for the purpose of facilitating
voting by service voters to the end that such voters may cast their
ballots with the least possible interference with the performance
of their duties in the armed forces.

29.39.080 Name variations not to invalidate ballot. A variation
on any absent voter’s ballot cast by a service voter between the
signature on the large envelope and that on the service voter’s
request and/or that on the voter’s permanent registration card
caused by the substitution of initials instead of the first or middle
names or both shall not invalidate the ballot if the surname and
handwriting are the same.

29.39.090 Application deemed to be for next election. Whenever
an application for an absent voter’s ballot is made by a service
voter, the application shall be deemed an application for an absent
voter’s ballot for the primary and the election, or such of them as
would be required to be held subsequent to the date of application.

29.39.100 Application for absent voter’s ballot. Any service
voter may secure an absent voter’s ballot by mailing a signed request
to the registration office of the county, city or town of the service
voter’s residence or to the secretary of state requesting such ballot.
If the ballot request is addressed to the secretary of state such
request shall be forwarded by such officer ilnmediately to the appro-
priate registration officer. The request shall be signed by the appli-
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cant and shall state his last home address, the address to which he
wishes the absent voter’s ballot mailed and the facts qualifying
him as a service voter.

29.39.110 Action upon application. Upon receipt of a request
made by or on behalf of a service voter for an absent voter’s ballot,
the registration officer shall immediately check his records and
ascertain if the person by, or on whose behalf the request is made,
is a duly registered voter as provided by chapter 29.07 RCW, and
the registration officer shall make notation on his records to that
effect. If such person is a resident of an incorporated city or pre-
cinct lying partly within and partly without such incorporated city,
the registration officer, after completing such check, shall immedi-
ately forward the request to the county auditor noting thereon
whether or not such person is a registered voter. If it is determined
that such person is not a registered voter, the county auditor shall
nevertheless send the absent voter’s ballot requested, it being the
intent of this section that the county auditor shall upon request
send absent voter’s ballots to all eligible service voters who make
application therefor.

29.39.120 Mailing ballot to voter. In mailing absent voter’s bal-
lots to service voters, the county auditor shall send the ballot and
a small envelope and letter of instructions together with a larger
envelope addressed to the county auditor and upon which there
shall be plainly printed a form in substantially the following
language:

“DECLARATION

“I do hereby declare that T am a citizen of the United States;
that I will be at least twenty-one (21) years of age on the day of
the next election; that I am able to read and speak the English
language; that I have been a legal resident of the state of Washing-

ton for at least one year, of the county of for at
least ninety days and of the city or town of at
(street and number if any) for at least

thirty (30) days preceding such election; that I am a service voter
under the laws of the state of Washington.

If possible give precinct name or number here
Dated this day of 19

’

Print name for positive identification Signature of applicant
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Article VI, section 4 of the state Constitution provides: For the pur-
pose of voting and eligibility to office, no person shall be deemed
to have gained a residence by reason of his presence, or lost it by
reason of his absence, while in the civil or military service of the
state or of the United States, nor while a student at any institution
of learning, nor while engaged in the navigation of the waters of
this state or of the United States, or of the high seas.

Person making false statement in his declaration is guilty of
perjury.”

29.39.130 Ballot sent air mail and free postage where possible.
‘Whenever the county auditor is requested to mail an absent voter’s
ballot to a service voter, he shall mail the ballot to the service voter
by air mail when practicable, and, if by any law of the United States,
official election ballots may be mailed without the payment of post-
age, he shall do so.

29.39.140 Voter’s declaration deemed registration—Mailing of
ballot by voter. A properly executed declaration on the larger en-
velope is hereby declared to be a full and complete voter’s registra-
tion for the election for which it is submitted. After the declara-
tion is fully executed the service voter shall proceed to mark the
ballot; then fold it and enclose it in the smaller envelope, sealing
that and enclosing it in the larger envelope which shall then be
sealed and mailed to the county auditor whose name and address
are printed thereon, by air mail, postage to be paid by the addressee,
unless the laws of the United States provide for air mail transmis-
sion of such ballot without charge.

29.39.150 Ballots and envelopes — Forms — Expense. Notwith-
standing any provision of law relating to the size and weight of
the ballot or the envelopes in which absent voters’ ballots are sent
for either the primary or election, the secretary of state may reduce
the size and weight of the ballot. He shall furnish uniform envelopes
and all forms other than ballots for use in connection with ballots
for service voters, and shall reimburse the respective county audi-
tors for expenses of mailing. Each county auditor shall, through
the respective boards of county commissioners, present such ex-
penses listed upon state voucher forms in duplicate. The secretary
of state, after the approval of the vouchers, shall then present them
to the state treasurer for payment.

29.39.160 Instructions to voters—Preparation—Enclosure. The
secretary of state shall prepare letters of instructions to service
voters and shall furnish them to all county auditors. The county
auditors shall enclose one copy of such instructions with the ballot
sent to all service voters.
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29.39.170 Certain time limits shall not apply. All procedure gov-
erning the receipt and subsequent handling of absent voters’ ballots
shall be governed by the provisions of chapter 29.36 RCW, but the
respective time limits within which some specific act on the part
of the county auditors and canvassing boards is required to be done
shall not apply to absent voters’ ballots cast by service voters, it
being the intent of this section that every facility shall be given
to such absent voters’ ballots cast by service voters so that such
ballots shall be counted if possible.

29.39.180 Officials shall expedite service voting. The state can-
vassing board, all county canvassing boards and all county auditors
and registration officials shall make no undue delay in performing
any of the specific actions hereby imposed upon them. All ballots
shall be printed as soon as possible after the same can be made up
in order that there may be no delay in the forwarding of absent
voters’ ballots to service voters so as to afford ample time to all
service voters for voting as herein provided.

29.39.190 Secretary of state shall administer chapter. The secre-
tary of state shall administer this chapter. He shall direct all elec-
tion officials in respect to their duties under this chapter, publicize
the provisions of the election laws, and make such rules and regula-
tions as will facilitate the operation and the accomplishment of the
purposes of this chapter.

29.39.200 Penalties for false statements and violations. Any per-
son who makes a false statement in his declaration upon the larger
envelope used to transmit his ballot shall be guilty of perjury in
the second degree and punished accordingly. Any person violating
any other provision of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

29.39.900 Liberal construction. This chapter shall be liberally
construed to accomplish its purposes and so that all service voters
may be afforded an opportunity to fully exercise their voting rights
granted herein.

Chapter 29.42
POLITICAL PARTIES

29.42.010 Authority—Generally. Each political party organiza-
tion shall have the power to:

(1) Make its own rules and regulations;

(2) Call conventions;

(3) Elect delegates to conventions, state and national;

(4) Fill vacancies on the ticket;

(5) Provide for the nomination of presidential electors; and
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(6) Perform all functions, inherent in such an organization:
Provided, That in no instance shall any convention have the power
to nominate any candidate to be voted for at any primary election.

29.42.020 State committee. The state committee of each major
political party shall consist of one committeeman and one commit-
teewoman from each county elected by the county committee at
its organization meeting. It shall have a chairman and vice chair-
man who must be of opposite sexes.

29.42.030 County central committee — Organization meetings.
The county central committee of each major political party shall
consist of the precinct committeemen of the party from the several
voting precincts of the county. This committee shall meet for the
purpose of organization at the county court house at two o’clock
p.m. on the second Saturday in December after each state general
election unless some other time and place are designated by a suf-
ficient notice to all the newly elected committeemen by-the author-
ized officers of the retiring committee. For the purpose of this
paragraph, a notice mailed at least seventy-two hours prior to the
date of the meeting shall constitute sufficient notice.

At its organization meeting, the county central committee shall
elect a chairman and vice chairman who must be of opposite sexes;
it shall also elect a state committeeman and a state committee-
woman.

29.42.040 Precinct committeeman, who is eligible. Any member
of a major political party who is a registered voter in the precinct
may upon payment of a fee of one dollar file his declaration of
candidacy with the county auditor for the office of precinct com-
mitteeman of his party in that precinct. When elected he shall serve
so long as he remains an eligible voter in that precinet and until
his successor has been elected at the next ensuing state general
election.

29.42.050 Precinct committeeman—Election—Declaration of can-
didacy, fee—Term—Vacancy. The statutory requirements for filing
as a candidate at the primaries shall apply to candidates for precinct
committeeman except that the filing period for this office alone shall
be extended to and include the third Monday in August immedi-
ately preceding the state primaries, and the office shall not be voted
upon at the primaries, but the names of all candidates must appear
under the proper party and office designations on the ballot for the
general November election and the one receiving the highest num-
ber of votes shall be declared elected: Provided, That to be declarec
elected, a candidate must receive at least ten percent of the number
of votes cast for the candidate of his party receiving the greatest
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number of votes in his precinct. Any person elected to the office
of precinct committeeman who has not filed a declaration of can-
didacy shall pay the fee of one dollar to the county auditor for a
certificate of election. The term of office of precinct committeeman
shall be for two years, commencing upon completion of the official
canvass of votes by the county canvassing board of election returns.
Should any vacancy occur in this office by reason of death, resigna-
tion or disqualification of the incumbent, or because of failure to
elect, the respective county chairman of the county central commit-
tee shall be empowered to fill such vacancy by appointment: Pro-
vided, That the person so appointed shall have the same qualifica-
tions as candidates when filing for election to such office for such
precinct: Provided further, That when a vacancy in the office of
precinct committeeman exists because of failure to elect at a state
general election, such vacancy shall not be filled until after the
organization meeting of the county central committee and the new
county chairman selected as provided by RCW 29.42.030.

Chapter 29.45
PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICERS

29.45.010 Appointment of judges and inspector. At least ten
days prior to the primary or election day, the county auditor or
other appointing body or officer, where the law so provides in elec-
tions in lesser constituencies, shall appoint one inspector and two
judges of election for each precinct from among the names contained
on the lists therefor furnished by the chairman of the county central
committee of the political parties entitled to representation thereon.

He or they shall designate the inspector and one judge in each
precinct from that political party which polled the highest number
of votes in the county for its candidate for president at the last pre-
ceding general election at which a president of the United States
was voted for, and one judge from that political party polling the
next highest number of votes in the county for its candidate for
president at the same election.

29.45.020 Appointment of clerks. Before the time for opening
the polls, the inspector and judges for each precinct shall appoint
two registered voters to act as clerks except that in precincts in
which voting machines are used and in precincts in which there
are less than one hundred registered voters, the judges of election
shall perform the duties required to be performed by clerks.

29.45.030 Nomination of eligibles for judges and inspector. The
precinct committeeman of each major political party shall certify

[ 851 ]



Cu.9.] SESSION LAWS, 1965.

to his county chairman a list of those persons belonging to his politi-
cal party qualified to act upon the election board in his precinct.

At least fifteen days prior to the primary election day the chair-
man of the county central committee of each major political party
shall certify to the county auditor or other appointing board or
officer a list of those persons belonging to his political party in each
precinct qualified to act on the election board therein. The county
chairman shall compile this list from the names certified by the vari-
ous precinct committeemen unless no names or not sufficient names
have been certified from a precinct, in which event he may include
therein the names of qualified members of his party selected by
him residing in that precinct.

29.45.040 Vacancies—How filled—Inspector’s authority. If no
election officers have been appointed for a precinct, or if at the
hour for opening the polls none of those appointed is present at
the polling place therein, the voters present may appoint the elec-
tion board for that precinct. One of the judges may perform the
duties of clerk of election. The inspector shall have the power to
fill any vacancy that may occur in the board of judges, or by absence
or refusal to serve of either of the clerks after the polls have been
opened.

29.45.050 Two sets of precinct election officers—Counting board.
There shall be but one set of election officers in each precinct except
as provided in this section.

In every precinct using paper ballots having two hundred or
more registered voters there shall be appointed, and in every pre-
cinct having one hundred or more but less than two hundred reg-
istered voters there may be appointed, at a state primary or state
general election, two sets of inspectors and judges as provided in
RCW 29.04.020 and 29.45.010. In making such appointments one set
shall be designated as the counting board who shall count the ballots
cast thereat and the other set shall perform all other powers and
duties imposed by law for such elections. The county auditor shall
at the same time make suitable provisions to make effective the pro-
visions of RCW 29.45.050, 29.45.060, 29.54.030, 29.54.035 and 29.54.045.

29.45.060 Duties—Generally The inspector and judges of elec-
tion in each precinct shall conduct the elections therein and receive,
deposit, and count the ballots cast thereat and make returns to the
proper canvassing board or officer except that when two sets of
inspectors and judges are appointed as provided in RCW 29.45.050:

(1) The counting board may appoint clerks as provided in RCW
29.45.020; and

(2) The ballots shall be counted as provided in RCW 29.54.030
and RCW 29.54.045.
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29.45.070 Inspector to be chairman—Authority. The inspector
shall be chairman of the board and after its organization shall have
power to administer all necessary oaths which may be required in
the progress of the election.

29.45.080 Oaths of officers required. The inspector, judges, and
clerks of election, before entering upon the duties of their offices,
shall take and subscribe the prescribed oath or affirmation which
shall be administered to them by any person authorized to admin-
ister oaths and verified under the hand of the person by whom such
oath or affirmation is administered. If no such person is present,
the inspector shall administer the same to the judges and clerks,
and one of the judges shall administer the oath to the inspector.

The county auditor shall furnish two copies of the proper form
of oath to each precinct election officer, one copy thereof, after
execution, to be placed and transmitted with the election returns.

29.45.090 Oath of inspectors, form of. The following shall be the
form of the oath or affirmation to be taken by each inspector:

“I, A B, do swear (or affirm) that I will duly attend to the ensu-
ing election, during the continuance thereof, as an inspector, and
that I will not receive any ballot or vote from any person other
than such as I firmly believe to be entitled to vote at such election,
without requiring such evidence of the right to vote as is directed
by law; nor will I vexatiously delay the vote of, or refuse to receive,
a ballot from any person whom I believe to be entitled to vote; but
that I will in all things truly, impartially, and faithfully perform
my duty therein to the best of my judgment and abilities; and that
I am not, directly nor indirectly, interested in any bet or wager
on the result of this election.”

29.45.100 Oath of judges—Form. The following shall be the
oath or affirmation of each judge:

“We, A B, do swear (or affirm) that we will as judges duly attend
the ensuing election, during the continuance thereof, and faithfully
assist the inspector in carrying on the same; that we will not give
our consent to the receipt of any vote or ballot from any person,
other than one whom we firmly believe to be entitled to vote at
such election; and that we will make a true and perfect return of
the said election and will in all things truly, impartially, and faith-
fully perform our duty respecting the same to the best of our judg-
ment and abilities; and that we are not directly nor indirectly
interested in any bet or wager on the result of this election.”

29.45.110 Oath of clerks—Form. The following shall be the form
of the oath to be taken by the clerks:

“We, and each of us, A B, do swear (or affirm) that we will
impartially and truly write down the name of each elector who
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votes at the ensuing election, and also the name of the county and
precinct wherein the elector resides; that we will carefully and
truly write down the number of votes given for each candidate at
the election as often as his name is read to us by the inspector and
in all things truly and faithfully perform our duty respecting the
same to the best of our judgment and abilities, and that we are not
directly nor indirectly interested in any bet or wager on the result
of this election.”

29.45.120 Compensation, The fees of officers of election shall be
as follows:

To the judges and clerks of an election not less than one dollar,
nor more than one dollar and fifty cents per hour for full time
employed by each of them, the exact amount to be fixed by the
respective boards of county commissioners for each county. To in-
spectors, the rate paid to judges and clerks plus an additional two
hours’ compensation. The precinct election officer picking up the
election supplies and returning the election returns to the county
auditor shall be entitled to additional compensation, the exact
amount to be determined by the respective boards of county com-
missioners for each county.

Chapter 29.48
POLLING PLACE REGULATIONS BEFORE POLLS OPEN

29.48.005 Polling place—May be located outside precinct. Poll-
ing places for the various voting precincts may be located outside
the boundaries of the respective precincts, when the officers con-
ducting the primary or election shall deem it feasible: Provided,
That such polling places shall be located within a reasonable dis-
tance of their respective precincts. The purpose of this section is to
furnish adequate voting facilities at readily accessible and identi-
fiable locations and nothing herein shall be construed as affecting
the number, method of selection or duties of precinct election
officers.

29.48.007 Polling place—Use of school facilities. The board of
directors of each school district shall cooperate with the county
auditor by making schools available for use as polling places on the
dates on which state primary and state general elections are held.
When in the judgment of the county auditor the voters will be best
served thereby, he shall notify the board of directors of the school
district of the number of schoolrooms desired for use as polling
places. The board of directors in cooperation with the county audi-
tor shall designate the schools, schoolrooms or school facilities to
be made available for use as such polling places and shall make
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such schools, schoolrooms or school facilities available for that pur-
pose. Payment for said polling places shall be made as provided
by law.

29.48.010 Preparation of voting compartments. The inspectors
of election at the expense of the county or other constituency shall
provide in their respective polling places a sufficient number of
booths or compartments, which shall be furnished with the supplies
and conveniences necessary to enable the voter conveniently to
prepare his ballot for voting, and in which electors may mark their
ballots, screened from observation, and a guardrail so constructed
that only persons within the rail can approach within fifty feet of
the ballot boxes, or compartments. The number of compartments
shall not be less than one for every fifty electors or fraction thereof
registered in the precinct or voting at the last preceding election
where there is no registration. In precincts containing less than
twenty-five voters, the election may be conducted without the prep-
aration of compartments.

29.48.020 Time for arrival of officers. The election officers of each
precinct shall meet at the polling place thereof at least forty-five
minutes before the time set for opening the polls.

29.48.030 Delivery of supplies. Before the hour for opening the
polls at any primary or election and allowing a reasonable time
for preparation thereof, the county auditor or other officer in charge
of such primary or election shall deliver to the inspector or one of
the judges of each precinct:

(1) Two poll books;

(2) Ballots equal in number to one hundred ten percent of the
number of voters registered therein or such further number as the
county auditor or other officer in charge of such primary or election
may certify to be necessary, except where voting machines are
used in which case a less number may be delivered,;

(3) A suitable ballot box (except when voting machines are in
use), with lock and key, having an opening through the lid thereof
of no larger size than sufficient to admit a single folded ballot;

(4) Two cards of instructions to voters printed in English in
large clear type containing full instruction to voters as to how:

(a) To obtain ballots for voting;

(b) To prepare the ballots for deposit in the ballot boxes;

(c¢) To obtain a new ballot in the place of one spoiled by acci-
dent or mistake;

(5) The voters’ registration files pertaining to the precinct;

(6) Two tallying books which must be printed in relation to the
sample ballots: Provided, That at primary elections (except where
machines are used) there must be furnished to each precinct two
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sets of tally books for each political party having candidates to be
voted for and the first sheet of each tally book shall be headed:

“Tally book fOr .. (name of political party) ...
(name of city) e (county) e (ward) e
(precinct) for the primary election held (date).”

The names of the candidates shall be placed on the tally sheets in
the order in which they appear on the sample ballots and in each
case have the proper party designation at the head thereof;

(7) Two certificates printed in relation to the sample ballots or
two sample ballots prepared as blanks, for certification of the result
by the precinct election officers;

(8) Sample ballots;

(9) Two oaths for each inspector, each judge and each clerk;

(10) Three pamphlets containing arguments on measures for
submission to voters;

(11) One U.S. flag;

(12) Al other supplies necessary for conducting the election or
primary.

29.48.040 Additional supplies for voting machines. When voting
machines are used the county auditor or other officer shall deliver
to the inspector or one of the judges of each precinct not later than
forty-five minutes before the time for opening the polls the follow-
ing additional supplies:

(1) The key for each voting machine, sealed in an envelope upon
which is written the designation and location of the polling place,
the number of the voting machine, the number or other designa-
tion mark of the seal on the machine, and the number registered on
the protective counter thereof as reported by the custodian;

(2) Two diagrams;

(3) One extra set of ballot labels;

(4) One envelope containing a seal for sealing the machine after
the polls are closed;

(5) One envelope for the return of the keys;

(6) Two statements of canvass.

29.48.050 Receipt for key to voting machine. At the time of deliv-
ering the key to a voting machine, the county auditor or other officer
shall require a receipt therefor bearing upon it the identical infor-
mation required to be placed upon the envelope in which it is
delivered.

29.48.060 Posting of instructions. The judges of election shall
post in and about the polling place at least two voters’ instruction
cards and where voting machines are used at least two diagrams of
the voting machine.
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29.48.070 Inspection of ballot box. Before opening the polls,
the ballot box shall be carefully examined by the judges of election
that nothing may remain therein; it shall then be locked and the
key thereof delivered to one of the judges, to be designated by the
auditor or other officer and shall not be opened during the election
except in the manner and for the purposes otherwise provided by
law.

29.48.080 Inspection of voting machine. In precincts where ma-
chines are used the election officers before unlocking the machine
for voting shall proceed as follows:

(1) They shall see that the voting machine is placed where it
can be conveniently attended by the election officers and conveni-
ently operated by the voters, and where, unless its construction
requires otherwise, the ballot labels thereon can be plainly seen
by the election officers and the public when not being voted on;

(2) They shall see that the model is placed where each voter
can conveniently operate it and receive instructions thereon as to
the manner of voting, before entering the machine booth,;

(3) They shall post one diagram inside the polling room and
one outside, in places where the voters can conveniently examine
them;

(4) They shall see that the lantern or other means provided
for giving light is in such condition that the voting machine is suf-
ficiently lighted to enable voters to readily read the names on the
ballot labels;

(5) They shall see that the ballot labels are in the proper places
on the machine;

(6) They shall see whether the number or other designating
mark on the seal sealing the machine, also the number registered
on the protective counter agree with the number written on the
envelope containing the keys. If they do not agree they shall at
once notify the custodian and delay unlocking the machine, and
opening the polls until he has reexamined the machine;

(7) If the numbers or marks on the envelope containing the
keys and upon the machine do agree, they shall proceed to see
whether the public counter and all the candidate and question
counters register “000.” If any of the counters are found to register
a number other than “000”, one of the judges shall at once notify
the custodian who shall set such counter at “000;”

(8) Where voting machines equipped with printed election re-
turns mechanism are used, they shall proceed to operate the mech-
anism provided to produce one imprinted “before election inspection
sheet” showing whether the candidate and question counters regis-
ter “000”. If said sheet has imprinted thereon any numbers below
any candidate’s name or below any question’s designation other
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than “000” one of the judges shall, after the polls close, under the
scrutiny of the other members of the board of election officials,
deduct that number from that candidate’s or question’s total in the
space provided for on the return sheet.

After performing their duties as provided in this section, the
election officers shall certify thereto in the appropriate places on
the statement of canvass as provided thereon. When the polls are
declared open, one of the election officers shall break the seal and
unlock the machine for voting.

29.48.090 Duty to display flag. At all primaries and elections
the flag of the United States shall be conspicuously displayed in
front of each polling place.

29.48.100 Proclamation opening the polls. The precinct election
board, before they commence receiving ballots, shall cause it to be
proclaimed aloud at the place of voting that the polls are now open.

Chapter 29.51
POLLING PLACE REGULATIONS DURING VOTING HOURS

29.51.010 Preventing interference with balloting. No person
other than voters engaged in receiving, preparing, or depositing
their ballots or a person present for the purpose of challenging a
voter about to receive his ballot shall be permitted within the rail.

In the case of small precincts where compartments are not
required, no person engaged in preparing his ballot shall be inter-
fered with in any way except by some person authorized to assist
him in preparing his ballot.

29.51.020 Electioneering within the polls forbidden—Prohibited
practices as to ballots—Penalty. No person shall do any electioneer-
ing, or circulate cards or handbills of any kind, or solicit signatures
to any kind of petition on primary or election day within any polling
place, or any building in which an election is being held, or within
one hundred feet thereof, nor obstruct the doors or entries thereto,
or prevent free ingress to and egress from said building. Any elec-
tion officer, sheriff, constable, or other peace officer shall have
power to and shall clear the passageway and prevent such obstruc-
tion, and arrest any person creating such obstruction.

No person shall remove any ballot from the polling place before
the closing of the polls; nor shall any person solicit the elector
to show his ballot; nor shall any person except a judge of election
receive from any elector a ballot prepared for voting; nor shall
any person other than such inspector or judges of election deliver
a ballot to such elector. Whoever violates any provision of this
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section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall
be fined in any sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, and adjudged
to pay the costs of prosecution.

29.51.030 Electioneering by election officers forbidden—Penalty.
Any election officer who does any electioneering on primary or
election day, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction
shall be fined in any sum not exceeding one hundred dollars and
pay the costs of prosecution.

29.51.040 Preservation of order. For the preservation of order, a
precinct election board may enforce a fine not exceeding ten dollars
on any person who conducts himself in a disorderly manner at the
polls and persists therein after being warned of the consequences.

Upon his refusal to pay, the board may commit him to the county
jail for any time not exceeding twenty-four hours or until the
fine is paid.

All constables, sheriffs and other peace officers shall execute
the order of the board, and if none is present at the time, the board
may appoint special constables to execute the order.

29.51.050 Request and delivery of ballot to voter. A voter desir-
ing to vote shall give his name to one of the election officers, who
shall then in an audible tone announce it. A challenge may then
be interposed. If no challenge is interposed or if it is overruled,
the voter shall be given a ballot or permitted to enter a voting
machine booth as the case may be. If a ballot is given the number
thereof must be called to the clerks of election.

29.51.060 Signing the poll book—Comparison of signature. If
any person appears and offers or demands the right, to vote at any
primary or election, as a registered voter in the precinct where the
primary or election is held, the election officers shall require him
to sign his name in one of the official poll books, which shall be
designated the voter’s signature copy, and shall compare such
signature with the signature upon the registration card of the
person registered under the same name. If the election officers, or
a majority of them, upon comparing the signatures are satisfied
that the person offering to vote is the identical person registered,
they shall permit him to vote: Provided, That if the person regis-
tered signed his registration card with a cross or mark, identified
by the signature of some other person, the election officers must re-
quire the person offering to vote to be identified by the person who
signed the registration card, or by a registered voter of the precinct.
Unless the identifying witness is personally known to the election
officers, or to some of them, they may require the identifying
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witness to sign his name in the presence of the election officers for
the purpose of identification.

29.51.070 Entry on registration card. At every primary and elec-
tion whereat only registered voters may vote, as each voter casts
his vote, and, where voting machines are used, before each voter
enters the voting machine booth, each clerk shall insert in his list
of voters, opposite the voter’s name, the letter “V” and the number
of his vote or ballot and the inspector or one of the judges shall
enter on the voter’s registration card, in the space provided for that
purpose, the month, day and year of the primary or election (for
example 11/4/30), which entry may be with pen and ink or by a
stamp provided for that purpose.

29.51.080 Transcribing name on poll book when registration not
a prerequisite. At primaries or elections where registration is not a
prerequisite the clerks of election shall transcribe the names of
the voters in the poll books and enter against each name the number
of the ballot delivered to that voter.

29.51.090 Marking ballot at primaries. At primaries, the voter,
upon receiving his ballot, without leaving the polling place shall
enter a compartment alone and there designate his choice on his
ballot by making a cross in each of the small squares nearest the
names of the candidates for whom he desires to vote and shall not
vote for more candidates for an office than there are positions to be
filled by the election following the primary as indicated on the ballot
“vote for one” (or whatever number may be indicated). Having
marked his ballot, he shall fold it so that the number appears upon
the outside and its face is concealed and deliver it to the inspector
of election.

29.51.100 Marking ballot at final election. On receipt of his bal-
lot in an election the elector shall forthwith and without leaving
the polling place retire alone to one of the places, booths, or apart-
ments provided to prepare his ballot. Each elector shall prepare
his ballot by marking a cross “X” after the name of every person
or candidate for whom he wishes to vote.

In case of a ballot containing a constitutional amendment or
other question to be submitted to the vote of the people the voter
shall mark a cross “X” after the question, for or against the amend-
ment or proposition, as the case may be. Any elector may write
in the blank spaces, or paste over any other name, the name of any
person for whom he may wish to vote. Before leaving the booth
or compartment the elector shall fold his ballot in such manner
that the number of the ballot shall appear on the outside thereof,
without displaying the marks on the face thereof, and deliver it to
the inspector of election.
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29.51.110 Redelivery of ballot after voting. Upon delivery of
each ballot after being marked and folded by a voter, the inspector
in an audible tone shall repeat the name of the voter and the
number of the ballot. The election clerks having in charge the regis-
tration cards and poll books, or either, if they find that the number
marked opposite the voter’s name thereon corresponds with the
number of the ballot handed to the inspector, shall mark the word
“yoted” opposite the name of such voter and one of the clerks shall
call back in an audible tone the name of the voter and the number
of his ballot. The inspector shall then separate the slip containing
the number of the ballot from the ballot and shall deposit the ballot
in the ballot box. The numbers removed from the ballots shall be
destroyed immediately.

29.51.120 Record of voters having voted. The name of each voter
whose ballot has been marked, folded and delivered to the inspector
shall be immediately entered by each clerk in the column of his
poll list headed “Names of voters,” numbering each name in the
additional column as it is taken down, so that it may be seen at
any time whether the two lists agree.

29.51.125 Determination of who has and who has not voted.
Each major political party, at any general election, may assign any
one of its precinct election officers at each polling place to check
a list of registered voters of the precinct so that they may determine
who has and who has not voted: Provided, That such lists shall be
furnished by the major political parties concerned.

29.51.130 Voting machine—Help in use. If voting machines are
being used, the election officers shall inform the voter as clearly
as possible how to operate the machine and illustrate its use upon
the model, calling his attention to the diagram. If after entering
the booth, any voter asks for information regarding its operation,
the election officers must give him the necessary information.

29.51.140 Voting machine—When all voters do not vote on all
offices. Whenever a voter enters the booth who has the right to
vote only on certain offices and measures, an election officer shall
adjust the machine so that he can vote on such offices and measures
and no others.

29.51.150 Voting machine—Periodic examination. The election
officers shall occasionally examine the face of the machine and the
ballot labels to determine whether they have been injured or
tampered with.

29.51.160 Voting machine—Out of order. If a voting machine
installed in an election precinct becomes inoperative in any par-

[ 861 ]



CH.9.] SESSION LAWS, 1965.

ticular, the inspector or a judge shall give immediate notice to
the custodian who must repair the machine or substitute another
machine, If a substituted machine is used, the records of that and
the machine for which it was substituted must be added in ascer-
taining the results of the primary or election.

If the defective machine cannot be repaired or no effective
machine can be substituted immediately a ballot box must be fur-
nished and the officers of election shall use diagrams of the machine
if available or the regular printed ballots furnished precincts
where machines are not used and count them with the votes regis-
tered on the voting machine and the result declared as though a
voting machine had been used throughout the primary or election.
Any marking of the diagrams or ballots by the voters which clearly
indicates their intention shall be sufficient. The diagrams or ballots
thus voted must be preserved and returned to the county election
officer with a certificate setting forth how and why the same came
to be voted.

29.51.170 Using stickers. At any election or primary, any voter
may write in on the ballot or paste thereto the name of any person
for whom he desires to vote for any office and such vote shall
be counted the same as if the name had been printed on the ballot
and marked by the voter: Provided, That no person who is nom-
inated at any primary election as a candidate for any public office
but who has not previously paid the regular filing fee shall have
his name printed on the official ballot for the general election unless,
within ten days after the official canvass of the primary vote, he
pays the same fee required by law to be paid by candidates for
filing a declaration of candidacy for the office for which he has been
nominated.

29.51.180 Taking papers into compartment or booth. Any voter
may take with him into the polling place any printed or written
memorandum or paper to assist him in marking or preparing his
ballot.

29.51.190 Vote only once—Spoiled ballots. No voter shall be
permitted to enter a voting machine booth or move the operating
lever more than once; or, if ballots are used, no ballots shall be
cast other than those printed by the respective county auditors or
other authorized election officials as provided by law, and no voter
shall be entitled to vote more than one ballot: Provided, That if a
voter spoils a ballot, he shall return it and get a new ballot; the
election officers shall immediately destroy the spoiled ballots re-
turned.

[ 862 ]



SESSION LAWS, 1965. [CH. 9.

29.51.200 Physically disabled voters. The operation of voting
shall be secret except to the extent necessary to assist physically
disabled voters.

If any voter declares in the presence of the election officers
that by reason of physical disability, he is unable to register or
record his vote upon the machine, two election officers who must be
of opposite political parties in case of partisan elections or pri-
maries, shall enter the voting machine booth with him and register
his vote for such candidates and for or against such measures
as he may designate.

29.51.210 Blind voters. A blind person or one with such defec-
tive vision that he cannot see to mark his ballot and who is other-
wise qualified to vote may designate his spouse or any near rela-
tive, who can see and is also a registered voter to mark his ballot:
Provided, That the foregoing shall not prevent any such person from
designating election officers for that purpose, as now provided by
law, but no election officer shall prevent such person from exer-
cising his choice as heretofore set forth.

29.51.215 ———Penalty. Any person violating any provision
of RCW 29.51.210 shall be punished as for a misdemeanor.

29.51.220 Time allowed each voter to vote. No voter shall remain
within a voting machine booth longer than two minutes unless
there are no other voters waiting to vote, nor in a compartment
arranged for voting by ballot longer than five minutes unless there
are no other voters waiting to vote. If he refuses to leave at the
end of his allotted time, the precinct election officers may remove
him by force.

29.51.230 Voters’ “don’ts” and penalty. It shall be unlawful for
a voter to:

(1) Show his ballot after it is marked to any person in such
a way as to reveal the contents thereof or the name of any can-
didate for whom he has marked his vote;

(2) Receive a ballot from any person other than the election
officer having charge of the ballots;

(3) Vote or offer to vote any ballot except one that he has
received from the election officer having charge of the ballots;

(4) Place any mark upon his ballot by which it may afterward
be identified as the one voted by him;

(5) Fail to return to the election officers any ballot he received
from an election officer.

A violation of any provision of this section shall be a misde-
meanor, punishable by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars,
plus costs of prosecution.
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29.51.240 No adjournment until polls close. No adjournment or
intermission whatever shall take place until the polls are closed
and until all the votes cast at the polls have been counted and the
result publicly announced.

29.51.250 Closing the polls. If at the hour of closing, there are
any voters in the polling place who have not voted, the polls must
be kept open after the hour for closing to enable them to do so,
but this shall not include any voter who was not present at the
exact time of closing.

29.51.260 Proclamation of closing. When the polls are closed,
proclamation thereof shall be made at the place of voting and no
votes shall be afterwards received.

Chapter 29.54

POLLING PLACE REGULATIONS DURING VOTING
HOURS AND AFTER CLOSING

29.54.010 Destroying surplus ballots. The inspector and judges
of election for each election precinct immediately upon the closing
of the polls, and before the ballots are counted, shall destroy all
unused ballots furnished for use at such precinct.

29.54.020 Removing ballots from box—Stringing. As soon as
the polls are finally closed, the inspector and judges of election
shall immediately open the ballot boxes at their polling place and
proceed to take therefrom the ballots. Said officers shall count the
number of ballots cast and shall then string them together. As soon
as the inspector and judges have fastened together the ballots they
shall take the tally sheets provided by the election officer, and shall
count all the ballots until the count is completed. The tally sheets
shall be so kept that the sheets shall show the number of votes
received, the total votes cast for each candidate, and the total of all
ballots cast.

29.54.030 Counting to be private—Party observers. The count-
ing of ballots while the polls are open shall in all cases be con-
ducted in private except that any recognized political party may
appoint a duly accredited representative to witness the counting
of ballots: Provided, That such representatives shall first sign an
oath of secrecy and shall not leave the polling place during the
polling hours. The ballots shall be examined carefully, one by one,
by the inspector under the observation of one of the judges. The
inspector shall read aloud the name of each person receiving a
vote, the office for which every such person is voted for and the
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vote for or against each proposition on the ballot. The other judge
shall observe the tally of the votes as made by the clerks. One clerk
shall tally the votes in the county auditor’s copy of the poll book
and the other clerk shall tally the votes in the inspector’s copy of
the poll book. Upon agreement, the inspector and two judges may
rotate their duties from time to time.

29.54.035 Divulging ballot count—Penalty. No election officer
or any other person authorized by law to be present while votes
are being counted, shall divulge the result of the count of the ballots
at any time prior to the closing of the polls. Violation of this section
is punishable, upon conviction, by a fine of not less than one hun-
dred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars or imprisonment
in the county jail not less than three nor more than six months, or
by both such fine and imprisonment.

29.54.040 Count continuous—Clerks to keep tally. Each clerk
shall write down each office to be filled, and the name of each
person voted for such office, and shall keep the number of votes
by tally, as they are read aloud by the inspector or judge. The ballot
box shall not be removed from the polls nor shall the counting
of the votes be discontinued until all are counted.

29.54.045 Procedure when two sets of inspectors and judges
appointed. When two sets of inspectors and judges have been ap-
pointed as provided in RCW 29.45.050 the following procedure shall
apply:

(1) The set designated as the counting board shall commence
tabulation at 4:00 p.m. of the day of any state primary or general
election: Provided, That on the day of a presidential state general
election the starting hour shall be 2:00 p. m.

(2) A second ballot box for receiving ballots shall be used, and
the first ballot box shall be closed and delivered to the counting
board: Provided, That there have been at least ten ballots cast. The
counting board shall proceed to the place provided for them and
at once count the votes. When counted they shall return the emptied
ballot box to the inspector and judges conducting the election and
the latter shall then deliver to the counting board the second ballot
box, if there have been at least ten ballots cast, who shall then
proceed as before. The counting of ballots and exchange of ballot
boxes shall continue until the polls are closed after which the elec-
tion board conducting the election shall conclude their duties and
the counting board shall continue until all ballots are counted.

(3) The election board conducting the election shall perform
all of the duties as now provided by law except for the counting
of the ballots, the posting and certification of the unofficial returns
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and the delivery of the official returns, together with the election
supplies to the county auditor.

(4) Suitable oaths of office for all precinct election officials,
when two sets of officials are employed, shall be prepared by the
secretary of state as ex officio chief election officer.

(5) Other than as provided in this section, RCW 29.45.050, 29.45-
.060, 29.54.030 and 29.54.035, the procedure relating to elections shall
remain the same.

29.54.050 Rejection of ballots or parts of ballots. Ballots must
be rejected if:

(1) Two are found folded together;
(2) Marked so as to identify who the voter is;

(3) Printed other than by the respective county auditors or
other authorized election officials as provided by law.

Those parts of ballots must not be counted which:

(1) Designate more persons for an office than are to be elected
to that office;

(2) Are not marked with sufficient definiteness to determine the
voter’s choice or intention: Provided, That no ballot or part thereof
shall be rejected for want of form or mistake in initials of names
if the election board can determine to their satisfaction the person
voted for and the office intended.

29.54.060 Questions on Legality of ballots—Preservation and
return of all ballots. Whenever a question arises in the precinct
election board as to the legality of a ballot or any part thereof,
its action thereon together with a concise statement of the facts
that gave rise to the objection must be indorsed upon the ballot
and signed by a majority of the board. All ballots must be preserved
whether rejected or counted in whole or in part and returned in
the same manner as other ballots.

29.54.070 Sealing and return of counted ballots. After all the
ballots have been counted, strung, and tallied it shall be the duty
of the inspector to place them in a sealed envelope and write thereon,

“Ballots of precinct,
county, state of Washington, of election held this ... day
of .. , 19 ,” and send said sealed envelope to the

auditor of the county or other election official. The county auditor
or other officer shall keep the sealed envelope containing said bal-
lots unopened for the period of six months, to be used only as evi-
dence in case or cases of contest when called for. At the end of
that time he shall burn or make such disposition of said ballots, as he
may deem expedient, in the presence of two other officers.
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29.54.080 Certification of result and of returns. As soon as all
the ballots have been counted two sets of the following papers
shall be assembled:

(1) One poll list;

(2) One tally book or set of tally sheets, or one statement of
canvass where voting machines are used;

(3) One each of the duplicate oaths of the inspector, the judges
and the clerks.

To each set of papers shall be attached a certificate signed by
the inspector, the judges and the clerks designating, in the order
in which they appear upon the sample ballots, each candidate, the
number of votes he received, and the office for which he is a candi-
date. The number of votes in each case must be written in words
and figures (for example five thousand four hundred and fifty-two—
(5452)).

One set shall constitute the “returns” to be made to the can-
vassing board or official; the other set shall be retained by the
inspector and preserved by him for at least six months.

29.54.090 Voting machine count—Method. At any election or
primary where machines are used, as soon as the last voter has
voted, the election officers shall lock and seal the machine, unlock
and open the doors of the counter compartment, and canvass the
votes registered on the counters therein and the votes recorded on or
in the device or devices for voting for persons not nominated, and
shall make two statements of canvass thereof in the following
manner:

(1) One election officer shall call the designating number and
letter of each candidate’s counter in the order given on the state-
ment of canvass, and another election officer shall repeat such num-
ber and letter as it is read, and announce the vote registered on
such counter, which shall thereupon be entered in ink on each of
the statements of canvass;

(2) The canvass of each office shall be completed before pro-
ceeding to the next;

(3) The vote on each question shall be canvassed in the same
manner;

(4) The votes cast on the irregular ballots and paper ballots
shall then be canvassed;

(5) All votes for persons or questions, the names or proposi-
tions of which appear on the ballot labels, must be cast on the
proper counters therefor. All votes for persons or questions, whose
names or propositions do not appear upon the ballot labels must be
cast in the proper places or in the device for irregular ballots. Any
votes not so cast shall not be counted, except in case of the use
of paper ballots;

[ 867 ]



Cnx. 9.] SESSION LAWS, 1965.

(6) In precincts where voting machines equipped with printed
election returns mechanism are used, the original and duplicate
originals of the printed returns sheet of the votes cast for questions
and for candidates regularly nominated, or who have duly filed,
together with the tabulation and inclusion of any votes written in on
the paper roll for those not regularly nominated, or who have not
filed, shall constitute the “election returns” and ‘“statement of can-
vass” from each such precinct when properly certified by the
board of election officials.

During the canvassing said printed return sheets shall be avail-
able for public inspection and opportunity shall be given any person
lawfully present to examine the return sheets to ascertain the
record of votes cast.

29.54.100 Voting machine count—Verification and certification.
After completing and writing down the canvass of the votes cast, the
election officers shall verify it by comparing the figures on the
statement of canvass with the figures on the counters in the machine
and the names recorded on a device for voting for persons not
nominated. They shall then certify, in the appropriate place on each
of the statements of canvass:

(1) The number of voters that voted at the election as shown by
the poll-list and by the number registered on the public counter;

(2) The number registered on the protective counter; and

(3) The number or other designating marks on the seal with
which the machine has been sealed.

29.54.110 Voting machine count—Public announcement. After
completing and certifying to the statements of canvass, the inspector
or a judge shall read therefrom in a distinct voice the name of each
candidate, the designating number and letter of his counter as
stated thereon, and the vote entered for each; also the vote for or
against each question. One copy thereof shall then be placed in an
envelope and sealed to become part of the returns. During the can-
vassing and announcing of the vote, the counter compartment shall
remain open, and opportunity shall be given any person lawfully
present to examine the counters to determine the correctness of the
vote as announced: Provided, That where voting machines equipped
with printed election returns mechanism are used, during the can-
vassing the printed returns sheets shall be available for public in-
spection and opportunity shall be given any person lawfully present
to examine the returns sheets to ascertain the record of votes cast.

29.54.120 Voting machine count—Closing machines—Delivery of
key. The counter compartment shall then be locked and all keys
of the machine shall be delivered in a sealed envelope to the county
auditor or other election officer.
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29.54.130 Transmittal of returns—Penalty. The returns from
each election precinct shall be transmitted to the county auditor
or other election officer either by registered mail or in person by
one of the judges or the inspector.

Failure to transmit the returns is a misdemeanor punishable
by a fine of not less than five dollars nor more than fifteen dollars.

29.54.140 Duplicate copies of unofficial results—Posting—Trans-
mittal. Following every primary and election, before adjourning,
every precinct election board shall enter the unofficial results in
duplicate upon sample ballots furnished for that purpose by the
county auditor or other election officer. One copy shall be posted
conspicuously on the outside of the polling place and the other
transmitted to the county election officer.

Chapter 29.59
CHALLENGING

29.59.010 Right to challenge registered voter. Registration of a
person as a voter shall be presumptive evidence of his right to vote
at any primary or election, general or special, but any person’s
right to vote may be challenged at the polls and he may be required
then and there to establish his right to vote: Provided, however, That
challenges on grounds of residence alone, shall be offered at the
office of the appropriate registration officer in the manner as pro-
vided in RCW 29.59.070.

29.59.020 Party challengers. Each of the recognized political
parties may have one challenger at the polls of each voting precinct.

29.59.030 Who may challenge—Legal voter—Officials. Any per-
son offering to vote may be challenged as unqualified by the inspec-
tor or either of the judges, or by any legal voter, and it shall in all
cases be the duty of the inspector and each of the judges to chal-
lenge any person offering to vote whom they know or suspect to
be not qualified as a voter.

29.59.040 Procedure upon challenge—Canvass of challenged
vote. Whenever the right to vote of any person presenting himself
as a voter at any polling place for any primary or election, general
or special, has been challenged and the officers conducting the elec-
tion at such polling place have refused to accept the vote of such
person because of such challenge, or otherwise, a ballot shall be
voted by such challenged person and placed in a sealed envelope.
The sealed ballots of challenged voters shall be transmitted at the
close of the election to the canvassing board or other authority
charged by law with canvassing the returns of the particular elec-
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tion. The board or such other authority shall upon request of the
challenger, at the time the vote is canvassed, consider the case of
each challenge and shall decide whether or not the ballot in each
case shall be accepted or rejected: Provided, That should the chal-
lenger fail to make such request, the challenged ballot shall be
accepted as valid and counted. The decision of the board or such
other authority shall be final.

In precincts where voting machines are used, any person whose
right to vote is properly challenged shall be furnished with a paper
ballot, and such ballot, after said person has marked it, shall be
sealed and disposed of as hereinabove provided.

29.59.050 Grounds for refusal. The right to vote shall be refused
to any person whose right to vote has been challenged if:

(1) He refuses to take the oath to answer truly as to his qualifi-
cations as a voter;

(2) He fails to answer any and all pertinent questions relating
to his qualifications;

(3) A majority of the precinct election board is satisfied that
he is not a legal voter.

29.59.060 Infamous crime—Ground for challenge—Procedure. If
the vote of any person is challenged, on the ground that he has
been convicted of an infamous crime, by a court of competent
jurisdiction and remains unpardoned or disfranchised he shall
not be required to answer any questions respecting such alleged
conviction. In the absence of any authenticated record of such fact.
it may be competent for two disinterested witnesses, upon oath, to
prove it.

29.59.070 Challenge for lack of residence—Procedure. Any voter
may challenge the registration of any other voter on the grounds
that the challenged voter does not physically reside and maintain an
abode at the address as given on his permanent registration record.
Such challenge shall be made in writing and shall be filed with the
appropriate registration officer not later than sixty days prior to
any primary or election, general or special. The registration officer
shall by certified mail immediately notify the voter concerned that
a challenge has been made.

Upon receipt of such notice, the challenged voter, should the
allegation be correct, shall either transfer his registration or register
anew, as the case may be, within thirty days. Should the challenged
voter fail to register anew or transfer his registration or fail to
respond to such notice within the prescribed thirty days, the regis-
tration officer shall cancel the registration record and so notify the
voter concerned.
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Should the challenged voter deny the allegation, he shall so
notify in writing the registration officer who shall immediately
notify the challenger and the challenged voter to appear at a meet-
ing to be held in the registration office at a day and hour certain
to be stated in the notice: Provided, That should the challenged
voter be unable to appear in person he may file a reply by means
of an affidavit stating therein under oath the reasons he believes his
registration to be valid and should the challenger be unable to
appear in person he may file a statement by means of affidavit
stating therein under oath the reasons he believes the registration
to be invalid.

The hearing shall take place at the time and place designated
by the registration officer. In the event both the challenger and the
challenged voter file affidavits instead of appearing in person, an
evaluation of such affidavits by the registration officer shall consti-
tute a hearing for the purposes of this section.

At the meeting to be held by the registration officer, he shall
hear both parties according to the facts presented and his ruling
shall be final, unless ordered otherwise by a court of competent
jurisdiction. If the challenger fails to appear at the meeting or fails
to file an affidavit, the registration in question shall remain in
full effect. If the challenged voter fails to appear at the meeting
or fails to file an affidavit, then the registration shall be canceled
and the voter so notified: Provided, howewver, That only the voter
who transfers his registration or registers on or after the fifty-ninth
day prior to any primary or election, shall be subject to challenge
on the grounds of residence alone at the polling place.

Chapter 29.62
CANVASSING THE RETURNS

29.62.010 Manner of canvassing election returns—Generally.
Every official body or officer upon whom is imposed the duty of
canvassing the returns of any primary or election shall:

(1) Prepare and certify a statement separately setting forth
for each office the returns as to which it or he is required by law
to canvass, and the vote each candidate received therefor;

(2) If required to canvass returns from a primary, prepare and
certify a statement separately setting forth each office the returns
as to which it or he is required by law to canvass, and the member
of each political party participating therein who received the highest
number of votes for each office: Provided, That if there is more than
one position to be filled for the same office the number of candidates
of each political party participating therein equaling the number
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of positions to be filled who received the highest number of votes
shall be listed as the nominees;

(3) If, at a partisan primary, two or more candidates of the
same party are tied for the same office, determine the tie then and
there by lot;

(4) If, at a nonpartisan or judicial primary, {two or more candi-
dates have received an equal number of votes and such number is
barely sufficient for nomination, but as a consequence, the number
of persons so nominated exceeds twice the number of positions to
be filled, determine the tie then and there by lot so a